POL 357
Politics and Government in Latin America
Spring 2011
Professor:  Lisa Glidden




Office:  Mahar 439
Email:  glidden@oswego.edu



Office Hrs: MW 10:15-11:15,

       Tr 11 –12 
Class Website:  via Angel
Class Meetings:  MWF 9:10 – 10:05 in Mahar 220 
Course Description:  
Latin America arguably began the “third wave” of democratization at the end of 1970s.  The newly democratic governments have faced domestic and international challenges.  Democratic elections in Latin America in the 21st Century have brought to power Lula de Silva (Brazil), Hugo Chavez (Venezuela), Evo Morales (Bolivia), Michelle Bachelet (Chile), Raphael Correa (Ecuador).  Pundits and analysts have called the electoral outcomes a ‘swing to the Left’ among Latin American governments.  Does the swing to the Left represent a new era of politics in Latin America?  Or will economic, structural, or other factors constrain Latin American leaders?  This course provides an introduction to the politics of Latin America.  We begin by examining democracy and the specific challenges that Latin American democracies face.  We then focus on contemporary political, economic, and social issues affecting Latin America in general, combined with country case studies for more detailed analysis.  
Required Texts:  

This course has one required texts.  It is available in the College Bookstore, Kraftees, and online.  
1)  Kingstone, Peter R. (2006) Readings in Latin American Politics: Challenges to Democratization.  Boston:  Houghton Mifflin Company

2) Supplemental readings on Angel under Learning Modules> ERES
Course Expectations:

We’re going to cover a lot of Latin America in a little bit of time.  I expect you to keep up with the readings.  The readings for this class are not onerous (usually about 100 pages a week), but they are necessary for you to be able to get the full benefit of lecture and to participate in daily class discussions.  

Grading for the class is as follows:

Exams                                40%

Final exam                         20%

Participation                       10% 

Research Paper (6- 8 pgs)  30%

The topic of your research paper is open, but I can provide you with suggestions if you are having difficulty choosing a topic.  There are several components (including a question, outline, and draft) that will contribute to your grade for the research paper.  

Academic Honesty

Plagiarism is cheating, and some are surprised to learn what constitutes plagiarism.  It is presenting someone else’s thoughts, ideas, or works as your own.  You must provide a citation when you directly quote, indirectly quote, or paraphrase someone else’s work.  See me if you have any questions on citations.  
As noted by the Committee on Intellectual Integrity, "Intellectual integrity on the part of all students is basic to individual growth and development through college course work. When academic dishonesty occurs, the teaching/learning climate is seriously undermined and student growth and development are impeded." With this in mind, you're expected to be(come) familiar with the College Policy on Intellectual Integrity. Your submission of written work for this class will be taken as your formal indication that you fully understand this policy, including relevant definitions and consequences of academic dishonesty.
Campus Resources:

There are many resources on campus to help you to succeed in this class.

Library

With your Oswego ID you have access through the Penfield Library to ejournals and databases, which should be helpful in your research project.   You can make sure that you don’t plagiarize either by checking out this link:  http://www.oswego.edu/library/instruction/plagtut/index.html
Office Hours

I hold office hours every week.  Please feel free to come by to talk about the class, your research paper, or if you want to further understand a concept, etc.

Class Discussions

We will have some discussion every class meeting.  This is a time for you to bring up questions for discussion (which you will hand in for part of your participation grade), talk about the posted discussion questions, talk about current events, etc.  Use this time to develop, define, and refine your own informed arguments.  
Disabled Student Services
The Office of Disability Services is available to assist students who have a legally documented disability or students who suspect that they may have a disability. If you have a disabling condition that may interfere with your ability to successfully complete this course, please contact the office of Disability Services. Also, please see me to let me know how we may be of assistance.  Alternative testing for students with learning disabilities is available.
Phone:      (315) 312-3358

email:       dss@oswego.edu <mailto:dss@oswego.edu

web:     www.oswego.edu/dis_svc 

visit /mail: 183 Campus Center, SUNY Oswego,  NY 13126
Course Schedule

	
	Week 1
	Introduction

	1
	Mon, 1/24
	Introduction to the course

· K: Intro, 1 – 10

	2
	Wed, 1/26
	Democracy and Latin America

· K: Schmitter & Karl, 22 – 33

· K:  Colburn, 34 – 42 

	3
	Fri, 1/28
	Democracy and Latin America, cont’d

· K: Pinheiro, 42 – 50

· K:  Lagos, 51 – 58 

	
	
	

	
	Week 2
	The Swing to the Left

	4
	Mon, 1/31
	Venezuela reading 

	5
	Wed, 2/2
	Bolivia reading and Our Brand is Crisis (connect to next week’s readings on neoliberalism)

	6
	Fri, 2/4
	Finish movie and discussion

	
	
	

	
	Week 3
	Political Economy

	7
	Mon, 2/7
	The Debt Crisis

· K:  read pages 61 to 83

	8
	Wed, 2/9
	Neoliberalism

· K:  read pages 83 to 109

	9
	Fri, 2/11
	Discussion and possibly Open Veins

Crafting research questions

	
	
	

	
	Week 4
	Geopolitics and Latin America

	10
	Mon, 2/14
	· ERES

	11
	Wed, 2/16
	· ERES

	12
	Fri, 2/18
	· ERES

	
	
	

	
	Week 5
	Political Economy of Argentina

	13
	Mon, 2/21
	Booms and Busts

· K:  pages 209 to 227

	14
	Wed, 2/23
	The Argentinian Crisis

I think there’s a documentary on this on Frontline

· K: Starr, 227 to 238

	15
	Fri, 2/25
	Delegative Democracies

· K: Peruzzotti, 238 to 255

	
	
	

	
	Week 6
	Update on Argentina

	16
	Mon, 2/28
	Current events on economy and politics in Argentina

	17
	Wed, 3/2
	Catch up and review

	18
	Fri, 3/4
	Exam

	
	
	

	
	Week 7
	Civil Military Relations

	19
	Mon, 3/7
	Bureaucratic Authoritarianism and its legacies

· K: Cruz and Diamint, 119 – 129

	20
	Wed, 3/9
	· K: pages 323 – 345 

	21
	Fri, 3/11
	K:  pages 346 – 381

Outlining the research paper

	
	
	

	
	Week 8
	Spring Break Week

	
	Mon, 3/14
	No class

	
	Wed, 3/16
	No class

	
	Fri, 3/18
	No class

	
	
	

	
	Week 9
	Labor

	22
	Mon, 3/21
	· K:  Murillo, 129 – 146

	23
	Wed, 3/23
	Brazil

· K: pages 257 – 275  

	24
	Fri, 3/25
	Brazil

· K: pages 276 – 319

	
	
	

	
	Week 10
	“Emerging” Actors

	25
	Mon, 3/28
	Women in Latin America

· K:  Htun, 147 – 155 

Research paper outlines due

	26
	Wed, 3/30
	Indigenous Activism
· K  Yashar, 155 – 173

	27
	Fri, 4/1
	Civil Society
· K: Gilbreth and Otero,  513 – 531

	
	
	

	
	Week 11
	Civil Society

	28
	Mon, 4/4
	Civil Society in Cuba

· K:  Dilla and Oxhorn, 449 – 464

	29
	Wed, 4/6
	Civil Society and Democracy

· K:  Moreno and Mendez, 497 – 513

	30
	Fri, 4/8
	Catch up and Review

	
	
	

	
	Week 12
	

	31
	Mon, 4/11
	Exam 2

	
	Wed, 4/13
	Quest Day, no class

	32
	Fri, 4/15
	US foreign policy in LA

Research drafts due

	
	
	

	
	Week 13
	The US and Latin America:  Cuba

	33
	Mon, 4/18
	· K:  pages 177 – 204

	34
	Wed, 4/20
	Cuba and the United States

· K:  pages 435 – 448

	
	Fri, 4/22
	No classes

	
	
	

	
	Week 14
	Colombia and foreign relations

	35
	Mon, 4/25
	Cuba, cont’d

· K:  pages 464 – 486

	36
	Wed, 4/27
	Columbia and civil war

· K:  pages 383 – 406

	37
	Fri, 4/29
	Columbia and the war on drugs

· K:  pages 406 – 433

	
	
	

	
	Week 15
	Mexico and foreign relations

	38
	Mon, 5/2
	· K:  Mexico Intro, 489 – 497 

· K:  pages 531 – 543

	39
	Wed, 5/4
	Mexico’s war on drug cartels

· ERES:  New Yorker article

	40
	Fri, 5/6
	Final papers due

	
	
	

	
	Wed, May 11th
	Final Exam 10:30 to 12:30 in Mahar 220

	
	
	


