PREVENTING PLAGIARISM – Suggested Strategies

I. Education

· First, educate yourself.  Visit term paper sites, and learn about copyright and fair use.

· Help your students understand the concepts of fair use and intellectual property rights.

· Help your students understand that the Internet is not all “common knowledge”, and that even a few sentences should not be copied directly into their paper without citation.   

· Teach students how to paraphrase, summarize, and use correct citation format.

· Talk about research as an important life-long skill – students will some day need to make career, health, and consumer decisions that depend on their ability to gather unique information.  

· Tell students about campus academic honesty policies and penalties, and the handling of past cases. 

· Be a positive role model.  Practice source documentation yourself in any class materials.

II. Assignment Tips

· Topic Choice:  Avoid common topics.  Pick topics that are unique, current, or of particular regional importance.  Pick topics that are interesting to the students.  Pick topics that are specific to class goals.   Require creativity or critical thinking.  

· Observe the Process:  Require each phase of the writing process to be submitted/reviewed.   This will help students who have problems with time management, and also give evidence that intermediate steps are being completed. 

· Require Source Documentation:   MLA, APA and Chicago style guides are available at Penfield Library’s information desk; citation generating tools are available through the Library’s “reference sources” page.  Consider including submission of annotated bibliographies as one step of the process.  

· Consider library instruction to improve students’ research and evaluation skills.  Several online tutorials, including “Good learning versus plagiarism”, are available from the library at http://www.oswego.edu/library/instruction/index.html , as is class instruction.  
· Tailor requirements:  Require referenced papers shorter than 6 pages.   Ask for photocopies of title pages of sources used.   Require very current resources.  Require submission of each step of process.    Be suspicious of last minute request for topic change.  Start the process early.  

