DETECTING PLAGIARISM

Look for these signs of plagiarism:

· Different writing style than other work of the student.

· Inconsistent style within paper or bibliography.

· Uncharacteristically advanced vocabulary.

· Formatting that does not meet requirements, or inconsistent font or size within paper.

· Many references in bibliography not owned by Penfield Library.

· Last minute request for change in topic.

Possible steps to take:

· Ask the student to summarize the paper or answer your questions about it on the spot.  Ask the student to explain vocabulary used in the paper.  Students who have heavily plagiarized will be unable to do so.

· Use web search engines to look for unique phrases.  Google works well as a starting point.   (http://www.google.com)

· Search databases of full-text periodicals that are likely sources.
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