Penfield Library Resources for First Year Students
General Resources
· Nearly a half million curriculum-related books in collection

· Over 50 general and subject-specific databases for locating books, journal articles, etc.
· http://www.oswego.edu/library/resources/subjmenu.html
· Citation guides for APA, MLA, Chicago, etc.

· http://www.oswego.edu/library/resources/citations.html
· Access to millions of items through Interlibrary Loan
· http://www.oswego.edu/library/ill/index.html
· Circulation privileges – Undergraduate students may check out up to 100 books at one time and may also check out laptops and scanners.

· Computers and wireless access throughout building
Spaces and Places
· Group study rooms and meeting rooms for practicing presentations and collaborating on projects
· 3rd floor quiet study area & study carrels

· 24-hour room with internet access

· The Lake Effect Café
· Gallery showing and exhibits

Information Literacy Instruction
· The Lake Effect Research Challenge – focused on first year research
· http://www.oswego.edu/~infolit/challenge/index.html
· Course/assignment specific instruction by librarians (available upon request)

· Information Literacy Outcomes tailored to specific majors and years

· http://www.oswego.edu/library/instruction/index.html
· Subject Library Liaisons available to work with faculty and students to develop and coordinate instruction and research

· http://www.oswego.edu/library/instruction/sub_lib.html
Ask a Librarian Services
· In-person research help during most library hours

· Questions answered via email, phone, and chat room

· Email: askalibrarian@oswego.edu

· Phone: 315-312-4267

· Chat Room: http://www.oswego.edu/library/askalibrarian.html
· Xtreme Research appointments for extended, in-depth help with assignments

Learning Outcomes for Basic Level Information Literacy
*To be met by the end of first year*
Information Need

· Identify & focus research topic

· Develop and formulate a thesis statement and research questions

· Use a variety of background sources
Access Information

Orientation

· Make use of resources and services – both physical and virtual – available through Penfield Library
Searching
· Search by keyword and subject heading field

· Read a catalog record and a citation record in an index
Indexes, Databases, and Catalogs
· Use general print and/or electronic indexing and abstracting tools

· Use the Penfield Library Catalog

· Use the SUNYConnect Union Catalog
Retrieving Full Text
· Determine availability of an item with SFX, Journal Title List, and Library Catalog

· Use location information and call number to find books on shelf

· Place holds in the Library Catalog

· Request material through Interlibrary Loan

· View, download and/or print articles from full text databases
Worldwide Web
· Use selected websites (as noted in the textbook, by the instructor, or on the library’s Research Subject Guides)
Evaluation, Critical Thinking, and Learning

· Select information appropriate to the need

· Critically read and evaluate print and electronic information. Look at: usefulness/relevance, timeliness/currency, appropriateness/audience, authority/credibility

· Distinguish between internet and online, fee-based resources (library databases)
Use Information

· Complete a brief library research project
Ethical, Legal, Economic, and Social Issues

· Cite sources properly using a standard format

· Fully understand college policy on intellectual integrity

· Use library materials responsibly

· Respect the needs of other library patrons
