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BUILDING A BRIDGE TO UNIT PLANNING

Dr. J. Farrell  CED 393/394

Group Unit Planning Assignment   This assignment will be prepared both in class and outside of class.  You will work with members of this class in groups of 4 or 5, depending on the total number of students in the class.  The purpose of this assignment is to enable you to design a unit plan for an elementary class using New York State Standards and Guides. This assignment is intended to serve as a precursor to the unit plan that you will prepare and teach with your practicum partner in an elementary or middle level classroom.  Reading this particular assignment on the web gives you an opportunity to surf to other web sites that may give you ideas about creating this unit plan.  One website that you must become very familiar with is http://www.oswego.edu/~educate/twsguide&rubric.pdf.    This website will list everything that must be included in an appropriate unit plan.
Instructions:  The purpose of this exercise is for you to prepare a 7-day unit plan for a grade, subject, and topic that have been provided below.  Record your group’s plan on your thumb/flash drive and upload it to the appropriate section of your electronic portfolio.
                Grade: Three
a. Subject: Social Studies integrated with English, Art, and other pertinent Standards.
b. Topic:  The study of world history requires an understanding of world cultures and civilizations, including an analysis of important ideas, social and cultural values, beliefs, and traditions.  This study also examines the human condition and the connections and interactions of people across time and space and the ways different people view the same event or issue from a variety of perspectives.

       c.
Time: Pick a small slice of this topic, and prepare a 7-day unit plan that is appropriate for third graders.
       Please remember that your unit is a small part of what you will be doing during the whole year.  You need to know what third graders should know about this topic before beginning this unit plan.

2.
State the rationale.  To do this you must ask yourself why students in third grade in New York State should be studying this topical issue.

3.
Give an overview or summary of what your unit contains.  This can only be done after your unit has been written.  The reason I am listing it as “number 3” is because it will appear after the rationale in the final version of your unit plan.

4.
List the New York State Standards and Benchmarks that this unit will cover.

5.
List the educational goals.

6.
List the behavioral objectives (number them so that they correspond to their related goal).

7.
Include 7 lesson plans; use the lesson plan format that you received in class.

8.
Design your lesson and unit assessments using rubrics for determining student achievement.

9.
Integrate technology into your lesson plans; use it to enhance what you want your students to learn.

10.
Prepare this unit to meet the needs of all children, including those with special needs.

11.
Each group member must participate equally in this project.  It is the responsibility of each group to insure that ALL its members participate in an equitable manner.  Only the names of group members who participate equally will appear on the final document.
Refer to your course syllabus that specifies the date that this assignment is due.  The following links may be helpful to you as you brainstorm ideas and research information to help you create this unit plan: 
History Channel
Social Studies Lesson Plans and Resources
Liverpool Central School District
