What is Intellectual Integrity? 



You have probably heard the term plagiarism. It means putting forth work that is not your own, or that is not an honest effort. We at Oswego State would like you to learn about intellectual integrity. Understanding intellectual integrity and applying this knowledge and the requisite skills to your academic work will help you learn more during your academic endeavors. This knowledge can also reduce potential plagiarism incidents and the serious consequences that can occur. Be sure to read this entire document and complete the activities.
Look at the following continuum?. 
· Intellectual integrity 

· Information literacy 

· Honesty 

· Style & Citations 

· Intellectual carelessness 

· Dishonesty 

· Plagiarism 

· Cheating 

· Consequences and Penalties 

· Failure

Careless and dishonest can work lead to dire consequences. Be sure to 'rise to the top' and focus on intellectual integrity. Why? 
What is integrity, and why are we addressing it here? Dictionary.com gives this primary definition: "Steadfast adherence to a strict moral or ethical code" (http://dictionary.reference.com/search?q=integrity), 3/16/04. Hence, intellectual integrity refers to honest and ethical conduct in the pursuit of your education. It is 'a way of being' within the academic community, a learning community, a community of scholars. EACH member of the learning community must perform his/her own work honestly, give due credit when utilizing the intellectual property of others, and protect the integrity of the grades and degrees conferred at this college. Intellectual integrity on the part of all students is basic to individual growth and development through college course work. When academic dishonesty occurs, the teaching/learning climate is seriously undermined and student growth and development are impeded. For these reasons, any form of intellectual dishonesty is a serious concern and is therefore prohibited.

You are a member of Oswego State's learning community. We would like you to learn about our Intellectual Integrity Policy (IIP) and related resources. As an active learner, you will no doubt want to read through these materials thoroughly. Our intent is to help you avoid innocent (or intentional) academic dishonesty since you know the consequences can be dire. Be sure to take good notes as you proceed through the steps outlined below.

Many courses require assignments; this often involves research and reference to work completed by authors who have shared their work in various forms. Citations are a means of correctly referencing those authors (their ideas, words, thoughts), and of communicating with others in an organized, ethical way. There are several formats used for this citation process; your professor may require a particular style (APA, MLA, etc.). The crucial thing is that YOU understand the distinction between honest and dishonest behaviors, and complete your learning activities with integrity. To help you further develop your knowledge and skills relative to intellectual integrity, information literacy, and good learning skills in general, follow the steps below.

Step 1:

Read and reread Oswego State's Policy on Intellectual Integrity. [Approved April 2004].

Step 2: Complete the following online workshop:

Penfield Library's Tutorial on Good Learning 
http://www.oswego.edu/library/instruction/plagtut/index.html
Step 3: Please visit and bookmark the following Penfield sites for use during the semester:

Penfield Library's Information Literacy Tutorial [how to conduct good research]:

http://www.oswego.edu/library/tutorial/index.html 

Penfield Library's page on Citations, Style and Writing Guides:

http://www.oswego.edu/library/resources/reference.html#citations 

Penfield Library's Support for Distance Learners:

http://www.oswego.edu/library/instruction/distance.html 

