
Dr. J.F. Farrell

CED 393/394

QUESTIONING OBSERVATION AND ANALYSIS ASSIGNMENT   [PART B]

The key to effective questioning is to ask questions that allow you to reach your goal most efficiently. Berliner (1985) states that the difference between good and effective teachers is that in addition to doing all of the things good teachers have always done effective teachers direct their instruction at a clear and effective goal. Facilitating these goals requires instruction that includes questioning at different levels (Bloom’s Taxonomy of the Cognitive Domain); questioning at convergent and divergent levels; and techniques (redirection, probing, prompting) that guide the cognitive process.

The intent of this assignment is for you to carefully observe discourse in the classroom, particularly interactions between teacher and students. You will record detailed field notes during a particular time block (approximately 20 minutes in length), that focus on teacher questions and student responses (preferably one allocated to instruction).

1)
Select a time block in which you can observe children engaged in learning activities by consulting with your cooperating teacher. (For this assignment, you and your partner must select different instructional time blocks.)

2) The following must be determined and noted prior to the beginning of your observation. Some of this information may be solicited from your practicum teacher. 
This information must appear at the beginning of your four page written report in a “fact sheet” format.

(Grade level

(Student gender and seating location (develop a seating chart)

(Lesson topic

(Goals and objectives of instructional segment being observed

3)
Sit where you can hear and see teacher and students and can record notes.

4) Script, in as much detail, the events, language and behaviors, which occur as you, observe teacher questions and student responses. Include exact language used and put them in quotation marks. In addition, you will also need to paraphrase. Record as many teacher questions and student responses as possible. Focus notes on your direct observations. Do not attempt to judge or make inferences during this scripting session. Your field notes should simply record what you see and hear.

5)
Use the symbol system listed below to label the scripted segment.

 ( (Con)    Convergent



( (DI)
  Divergent


( (K)
  Knowledge

( (C)
  Comprehension

 ( (App)   Application



( (A)
  Analysis


( (S)
  Synthesis


( (E)
  Evaluation


( (R)
  Redirection

 ( (PP)      Prompting


 ( (Pb)       Probing

6)
Develop a four-page report reflecting upon your observations about teacher questions and student responses. Analyze your field notes and develop insights about how questioning both shapes and affects the accomplishment of the goals and objectives of a lesson. Examine the patterns of questions used and conjecture about the role these types of questions played in developing particular content, understandings, skills and concepts associated with the learning experience. Be specific in your reflective analysis and draw upon direct examples from your field notes to support your conjectures. Remember to use the notes you took in class and the readings and research that you did for your PowerPoint presentations on the topic of “Questioning.” Use your Practicum teacher as a resource!

Consider the emphasis your Practicum teacher placed on wait time. Was there a pattern or trend? If so, in what ways did it contribute to accomplishing the objectives of the lesson? If no pattern was apparent, what effect did its absence have on the students and the learning experience? Did your practicum teacher employ “equity” through his or her questioning and response segment? Consider the following questions, but do not use them as the only ones, which you have addressed in your assignment: What role does questioning play in the cognitive learning process? What types of questions were used most frequently? How were teacher questions related to student responses? What were the techniques that your Practicum teacher used to guide students’ responses and develop student insights and critical thinking patterns? What levels of Blooms taxonomy were included in the questioning? Why do you think that they were included?

7)
After you have analyzed the data, make sure that you include a final paragraph that describes a style or trend of questioning that your Practicum teacher used and how this style moved students towards instructional goal attainment.

Criteria for the Evaluation of the Questioning Assignment 

Your grade for this assignment will be based upon the following considerations:

                      (Required information. (#2; #4; #5)

                (Reflective analysis of the types of questions asked the emerging 

 patterns of questioning that you have uncovered and related student responses.

                            (Conclusions about the purpose use and value of questioning strategies  

                                     specifically drawn from your reflective analyses. 

                            (Relevant documentation and references to support your analyses and

  conclusions.

                       (Readability!

NOTE:
DO NOT use complete names of students or teachers in your field notes! Remember professionals guarantee confidentiality of research subjects.

*** DO NOT INCLUDE YOUR FIELD NOTES AMONG THE FOUR PAGES

OF THIS ASSIGNMENT, BUT PLEASE RETAIN THEM. I MAY REQUEST THEM IF THERE APPEARS TO BE ANY INCONSISTENCIES IN THE ANALYSIS OF YOUR ASSIGNMENT!
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