LIT 314 Literacy Instruction

Course Syllabus Fall 2007
Dr. Josephine Farrell


Required Reading:

1.  Journal articles and other readings as assigned.

2. Text: Assessment for Reading Instruction. Michael C. McKenna and Steven A.Stahl.

3.  Full-length selection from approved literature list.  (Select one.)


Carter, F.  The education of little tree.


Five, C.  Special voices.

Kidder, T.  Among school children.



Kotlowitz. A.  There are no children here.


Course Description:  This course is designed to help students become collaborative (COLLABORATION AND LEADERSHIP), reflective educators (REFLECTION) who assess students and plan and implement appropriate lessons that use a variety of integrated teaching strategies to promote literacy for all students (SOCIAL JUSTICE).  Research-based (KNOWLEDGE, AUTHENTIC LEARNING), culturally relevant, anti-bias (SOCIAL JUSTICE), technology-supported teaching (TECHNOLOGY); and, fair and equitable assessment and responsible management strategies will be emphasized.  

Course Objectives: Students will:

A.
Examine the nature of literacy required in contemporary society. Discuss how the definition of literacy has changed as a result of the pervasive use of technology.  The value of literacy will be emphasized and the current status of literacy in the U.S. will be discussed.

B.
Explore and discuss the reading process and the major developmental and environmental factors (language, cognition, emotions, family experiences, physical health, and instruction) which influence it.

C.
Explore and discuss the learning process and the different types of learning that occur in literacy. 

D.
Compare and contrast the philosophical differences among experts in the field with regard to the literacy process.
E.
Discuss the basic word recognition skills, sight words, context clues, structural analysis, and phonics. Students will become cognizant of strategies that can be used to teach word recognition skills.

F.
Examine reading comprehension and ways to develop comprehension in elementary students. Skills, abilities, attitudes, and knowledge that comprise reading comprehension will be examined.

G.
Evaluate the various approaches available to the classroom teacher. The evaluation and selection of appropriate reading material and the ways to organize children for instruction will be scrutinized.

H.
Evaluate a sound reading program.  Create a long-range literacy plan for the assigned field placement class.

I.  
Examine the importance of content reading and study skills. 

J.  
Evaluate the role and value of literature in the literacy program. Approaches and strategies for teaching literature will be considered.

K.  
Explore the characteristics of children with special needs. Approaches for teaching these children will be explored.

L.  
Explore the various approaches to assessment of children’s reading ability and diagnosis of reading problems.  Conduct an individual reading assessment on one elementary student, analyze the data, and organize an appropriate plan for instruction.

M.  
Examine different theories of literacy and philosophies of literacy instruction prevalent in the field today.  

Requirements:        [ALL ASSIGNMENTS MUST BE COMPUTER PROCESSED, SAVED TO A THUMB/FLASH DRIVE, AND UPLOADED TO AN ELECTRONIC PORTFOLIO.]
1. Attendance and Participation (20%). Please be prompt and ready to contribute each day, including on the listserve.  Absences, tardies, early dismissals, and lack of participation will result in a reduction of points from this portion of your grade.  

A significant amount of information for this literacy course will be covered electronically, especially when you are in practicum.  I will be adding to and deleting from my website continuously; therefore, it is your responsibility to keep current with the information on my website, as well as keeping abreast of listserve postings.
2. Book Presentation (5%). Select a favorite book that is designed for elementary students. Give a 5-minute oral report and hand in a two-page summary on how you might use it in an elementary classroom to teach literacy skills.
                        3.  Lesson Plan (5%) and Presentation (2%). Design and present a motivating literacy lesson using a reading selection that would be suitable to use with elementary students. Prepare a lesson plan draft to teach from, and then submit both the draft and final lesson plan with 3 to 4 pages of critical reflections after teaching your lesson.  Be sure to attach the lesson draft to the final lesson plan copy. Be sure to use the lesson plan format that you have been given to use during this course.  This assignment must be completed in your PDS environment.  All lesson plans must be shown to the cooperating teacher at least 48 hours in advance of teaching the lesson, or sooner if requested.  Lesson plans that will be taught to the students must be signed by your cooperating teacher.

4.  Individual Reading Assessment (25%).  Information on this assignment will be given in class and in the multi-media environment (i.e. listserve and website).
5. Literature-Based Learning Center (5%).  This assignment will be done in class with at least one other person who has read the same literature selection.  Be sure that someone else in this class has read the same book.

6.  Reading Program Plan (30%).   Information on this assignment will be given in class and in the multi-media environment (i.e. listserve and website).
Requirements:



% of Grade


              Due Date________
1. Attendance/Participation
 
20%





All Semester

2. Book Presentation
            
 5%





9/4
3. Learning Center


 5%

                                  

10/4
4. Literacy Lesson (Written)    
 5%
                                                        

10/25
    Oral Presentation                 
  2%





10/25
5. Informal Reading Inventory
 25%





11/8
     (Clinic Report and Discussion)
6. Reading Program Plan
 
27%





12/3
    RPP   Discussion


  3%





12/4 & 12/6
7. Electronic Portfolio

 
 8%





12/3
