From the Barrel of a Gun Movie guide:

1. How does Indonesian “earthly paradise” fit with the Dutch Protestant belief of European superiority?
2. How does Sukarno fit with the ideas of a Muslim messiah?

3. Who are the “yellow skinned liberators” and how does this fit with the ancient myths of the shadow puppets in Indonesia?

4. According to the film, Sukarno is “anti-capitalist” and is not necessarily communist. How does this view differ from how he is portrayed in the west?

5. How do the western powers treat Ho Chi minh at the Treaty of Versailles in 1920?

6.  Describe how the American soldiers stationed in Vietnam saw Ho Chi-minh? How is that different from how he is portrayed by the West?
7. What does Ho Chi minh do at the end of WWII to try to appeal to the US and what was Pres. Truman’s response?

8. Do you agree with the film’s assertion that communism wasn’t the problem in Asia, but nationalism being misinterpreted as communism that caused the wars that ensued? Why or why not?
