PHL 317 - Philosophy of Religion

Instructor: Charles Echelbarger 

E-mail address: echel@oswego.edu
Website: www.oswego.edu/~echel
Meets Tuesdays and Thursdays at 9:35AM in 225 Campus Center


Required Texts:

Hudson, Yeager, The Philosophy of Religion

Smith, Houston, The World’s Religions 

Schedule of  Reading assignments according to page numbers in the Hudson text.

Jan 25 - Feb 8:  1-13; 251-294  (Ch 1 & Ch 8) and Smith Text


Feb 9- Feb 22:   193-228  (Ch. 6) and Smith text

Feb 23- Mar 10:    
33-72  (Ch. 2)


Mar 11-Mar 22 
73-116  (Ch 3)


Mar 23- Apr 5:  
229-250  (Ch 7)


Apr 6 - Apr 19  
117-162  (Ch 4)


Apr 20 -Apr 28:  
163-192  (Ch 5)


Apr 29 - May 5:  
295-329  (Ch 9)

Course Requirements:


* Timely completion of all reading assignments

* Regular Attendance


 Attendance will be worth a maximum of 10 points. 

 (0-2 unexcused absences: 10 points;  3-5 unexcused absences: 8-5 points;  6+ unexcused absences: 0 points. More than 6 unexcused absences count as negative points. Beginning with the seventh unexcused absence, each will be represented as one negative point added to the total points earned in the course.  Attendance records will be kept by means of sign-in sheets.  When you sign an attendance sheet, use your signature, DO NOT just PRINT your name.  If the instructor discovers a forgery of a student signature, the student whose name was falsely recorded will receive a penalty of five 
negative points added to their course total.


*  Examinations  (25 points each)



1) Mid-term in-class examination. (MARCH 31)



Primarily an “objective” type of exam; multiple-choice, true/false and 



brief answer,  over the reading assigned up to the date of the exam.

2) Final exam. (Thursday, May 12 @ 8:00 AM).  Same type of exam as the mid-term.


* Papers.   (20 points each)


Two short papers, each about 4 double-spaced typewritten pages long.


- First paper due March 10.  







- Second paper due on May 5.  
To be written on topics assigned by the instructor on February 15 and April 14.  See separate handouts (to be provided by the instructor) on term papers.


 * Extra Credit Opportunities.


Up to ten points may be earned by writing summaries of articles relevant to topics in the Philosophy of Religion covered in this course.  These articles must be from Philosophy journals available in Penfield Library, on the second floor.  Articles from online journals will not be accepted. Librarians at the periodicals desk on the second floor of Penfield will be glad to assist you in finding both the bound Philosophy journals and the current issues.  A handout containing guidelines for writing these summaries will be distributed.


.

Other Course Policies


Incompletes will be given in this course only in case of a provable emergency. Proof of emergency would normally be a note from a family member, physician, advisor, Dean of Students, or employer.


Excuses from Mid-term exam or from class for activities required by other departments or extra-curricular functions will not be granted unless arrangements have been made with me during the first two weeks of the semester.


A curve will be used in determining final course grades only if using one would substantially improve the whole class's grades.

Students are strongly advised to review the sections on pages 37 and 38 of the SUNY-Oswego Undergraduate Catalogue on cheating and plagiarism.  Cheating and plagiarism will not be tolerated in this course. If the instructor can prove plagiarism on any part of any exam or paper, the author will receive no credit for that exam or paper. The student(s) involved will be reported to the Dean of Students


Instructor's Office Hours: I will accept appointments to see students in my office on Tuesdays and Thursdays from 1:00 until 2:15. Also, on Wednesdays from 10AM to 12PM and from 1:30 PM to 3PM. Appointments for meetings at times other than these should be scheduled in advance of the day on which the meeting will occur. Students may arrange for an appointment in the main office of the Philosophy department, 212F Campus Center. PHONE: 312-2249. Or, if you wish, the department secretary (Ms. Pat Meleski meleski@oswego.edu) will sign you up for a time-slot during my regular office hours if you call and ask her to do so.


When emergencies occur and it is important that I be notified that you will not be handing in an assignment or taking an exam on time, YOU MUST call the department office or have someone else call and leave word with the department secretary.  It does not matter if I am unavailable at the time you call.  As long as you have left word with someone at the office, this constitutes appropriate notification.  Without appropriate advanced notification, I am under no obligation to be lenient about missing work. You may also communicate with me by 

e-mail, if you wish.


When your absence from class or lateness with an assignment is unavoidable  and you can support your claim that it could not have been avoided, the absence or lateness will be excused.  Your support for the claim must be independently verifiable; it must be a written note from a family member, physician, employer,  Dean of Students, or other person in a position of responsibility.


BE CONSIDERATE OF OTHERS!  DON'T ARRIVE LATE TO CLASS. It disrupts everyone's attention and the valuable time of everyone in the class has been wasted because of your interruption. 


Gossiping with others during lectures is discourteous and disruptive.  Save it for later!

 IF YOU KNOW IN ADVANCE THAT YOU MAY LEAVE CLASS EARLY, COME TO CLASS EARLY, INFORM THE INSTRUCTOR THAT YOU MUST LEAVE EARLY, SIT NEAR AN EXIT AND, WHEN YOU LEAVE, DO SO QUIETLY.


PLEASE DO NOT leave the room in the middle of class unless you are obliged to be somewhere else and you have told me in advance of your intentions OR you are having a real health emergency.  Otherwise, please limit bathroom visits to before or after class.


In an effort to show proper respect to students and to make the student’s experiences in this course more meaningful on a human level, the instructor will try to remember both your name and your face.  However, there is an art to this type of memorizing.  The uniqueness of faces is often harder to perceive when heads are covered. So, it would be most helpful to the instructor's memory if students remove hats and caps during class.  

