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P112 Campus Center
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315-592-8734 (Cell)





Oswego, NY  13126


Daniel.preston@gmail.com




www.oswego.edu/~dpreston 

EDUCATION

PhD, Cultural Foundations of Education (Disability Studies),

   Syracuse University


anticipated 
May 2011
MA, English Literature, SUNY Oswego




May 2005
BA, Computer Science, SUNY Oswego




May 1996
TEACHING EXPERIENCE
SUNY Oswego

Adjunct Instructor, Dept of English & Creative Writing
Fall 2005 - Summer 2010
· Freshman Composition II – Designed and taught a course whose purpose is to teach basic college writing skills to the incoming class.  Structured assignments and class around four essays and a research paper.  Recent iterations have made frequent use of ANGEL web-based software for online interaction and assignment collection.
· Narratives of Identity – A course exploring ideas of identity and status as they relate to race, sexual identity, and age.  Concepts of disability also ran throughout the course, showing that disability does not discriminate and affects everyone.  Later taught completely from a disability studies perspective.  Taught during summer sessions. Recent iterations have made frequent use of ANGEL web-based software for online interaction and assignment collection.
Teaching Assistant, Dept of English & Creative Writing
Fall 2004 - Spring 2005

· Introduction to Literary Theory - Prepared lectures on poetry and short fiction, as well as assisted with grading and review of student work.  Also assisted with the selection of course materials and exam development.

· English Composition - Prepared and assisted with lectures.  Reviewed student work for content and mechanics.  Developed new strategies for getting students involved in course materials and assignments, including the use of Lateral Thinking Puzzles and a formalized debate format for argumentative assignments.

Instructor, Office of Learning Services


Summer 2003-Summer 2009
· OLS Coursework - Taught Freshman class in introductory college skills acquisition including study, test taking, note taking and concentration. Developed tests and classroom activities as well as projects based on the established curriculum for the course.  (Fall 2004)

· Sailing Toward Excellence Program - Developed and taught a web design class for a select group of students coming into the OLS freshman preparatory summer program.  Also used LEGO Robotics and ROBOLAB software as well as Pro-Desktop CAD software to enhance the creative process as well as participated in cross-discipline instruction, bringing writing as well as marketing and language skills into the program.  In Summer of 2009, I was one of two writing instructors for the program.
Guest Lecturer





Fall 2002 - Summer 2006

· Marketing Course – Provided technical as well as aesthetic insights into the design and functionality of commercial websites.

· Education and Communication Courses - I have given several lectures and led many discussions regarding education and persons with disabilities focusing on cultural models and social interactions.
PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE
Graduate Assistant





Spring 2004 – Spring 2005

Office of Learning Services




SUNY Oswego

Developed a database to maintain the tutoring records for the office in Microsoft Access, including the integration of web-entered information and a data stream from the University mainframe.

Writing Tutor





Spring 2003 – Fall 2003

Office of Learning Services



           
SUNY Oswego

Reviewed and assisted students with basic composition and language skills.  Mentored students during the revision process, and tutored students in several English courses.
Disability Affairs Director 


     

Fall 2002 – Spring 2005
Student Association, Inc




SUNY Oswego

Investigated several student issues on the Oswego campus for students who have different needs including fire evacuation procedures, Resident Assistant Training programs, campus ADA compliance issues as well as public health and safety issues.  Also wrote student government legislation, organized and executed events and activities such as “Disability Awareness Week” and the 2003-2004 “Miss A Meal” Campaign, that raised over $10,000 for charity

Computer programmer  





April 2000- July 2002 

Remarketing Services of America 




Buffalo, NY
Used Visual Foxpro to assist in the development and daily maintenance of in-house call center software.  This included the installation and monitoring of new and existing reports in the system.

Independent Contractor




        February 1999 – Present

Beyond the Wall Computer Services



Own and operate a sole proprietorship that designs software and websites 

for clients that have needs not met by current applications on the market.

Computer programmer 




September 1996 – April 2000 

Transamerica Insurance Finance Corporation  


Buffalo, NY

Used Foxpro and C to assist in the development and daily maintenance of in-house call center software.  This included the coordination and monitoring of several overseas offices in Europe, Mexico, and Canada as well as being one of two project leads during the Year 2000 conversion.

UNIVERSITY SERVICE

· Alpha Phi Omega – Advisor for Epsilon Nu Chapter (Spring 2007 – Present)
· New Voices Competition – Faculty reader / judge (Fall 2005 – Present)
· Committee for Services to Students with Disabilities – Originally one of the only students to serve on the committee, and later continued my work while an adjunct instructor.  My focus on the committee has always been to increase student awareness and/or participation in the destruction of existing stereotypes regarding disability in an effort to strengthen cultural acceptance. Though not currently active with the committee, I remain involved in their work (Fall 1993—Present)
· Chancellor’s Award Selection Committee – Served as a graduate student representative to the committee in February 2005.  
GRANTS/AWARDS

· Recipient of a 2006 NCTE PEP Grant to Attend the 2007 Conference on College Composition and Communication

PROFESSIONAL MEMBERSHIPS

· Golden Key International Honor Society, Syracuse University

· Modern Language Association
· National Council for Teachers of English
· Society for Disability Studies

· American Culture Association
· Alpha Phi Omega National Co-Ed Service Fraternity.  

RESEARCH INTERESTS
· Parents with Disabilities – I have identified a large gap in the parenting literature available to persons with disabilities raising children without them.  Particularly troubling is the absence of fathers in these narratives.
· Oedipus Rex and Mythology as it relates to current cultural norms – Sophocles gave us one of the most influential characters in psychology today.  However, it is possible to see Oedipus also in light of the current definition of cultural behaviors – especially those surrounding disability.
· The Cultural and Textual impact of Disability – How disability has been represented through the texts of various authors through time, and what affect that has on the cultural models of society.
· Shakespeare in the Modern Classroom – A debate has been going on regarding the worth of continuing to teach Shakespearean texts in the classroom, and I find the texts invaluable to modern education.
PUBLICATIONS
Preston, Daniel L. “Musical Chairs: Disability and Fatherhood.” Social Advocacy and Systems Change. (under review)

Preston, Daniel L.  “Brainwashed to Simplicity: The Curse of Disability Labels”. Through Their Eyes Conference Booklet.  East Stroudsburg University Press (forthcoming).
PRESENTATIONS

Preston, Daniel L. “Technology and the Writing Classroom”.  Conference on Instructional Technologies.  SUNY Plattsburg. May, 2010.

Preston, Daniel L. “Watching the Future: Science Fiction, Star Trek, and Disability Studies”. ARCON. SUNY Oswego. February 28, 2010. (Invited).

Preston, Daniel L. and Katherine A. “Life with Wheelchairs”.  The Children’s Center of Oswego, SUNY Oswego.  February 2, 2010. (Invited).

Preston, Daniel L.  “Stories of a Lived Life”.  Through Their Eyes Disability and the Community Conference.  East Stroudsburg University.  April 3, 2009. (Invited).
Preston, Daniel L and Katherine A.”Tales from Our Living Room: Stories about Kids, College, and Advocacy as influenced by Cerebral Palsy”.  Utica College Virtual Classroom  Presentation.  November 22, 2008 (Invited).

Preston, Daniel L. and Katherine A. “Learning About Difference”.  The Children’s Center of Oswego, SUNY Oswego.  August 2008. (Invited).

Preston, Daniel L.  “Fools, Kings, and Generals: Recasting Shakespearean Characters through Disability Theory”.  Disability Studies Symposium. Syracuse University.  May 3, 2008.

Preston, Daniel L.  “Full Disclosure: Disability, Writing, and Nature of Learning”.  SUNY Council on Writing.  Stony Brook University.  April 2008.

Preston, Daniel L.  “The Next Frontier: Star Trek as a Model for Disability Representation”.  Mid-Atlantic Popular/American Culture Conference.  November, 2, 2007.

Preston, Daniel L.  “Can Everybody Play?: Incorporating Disability Awareness into an Effective Service Program”.  Alpha Phi Omega Sectional Conference (88/89).  University at Buffalo, March 2007. (Invited)

Preston, Daniel L.  “Disability Through the Ages”.  Classroom presentation for Medieval History course.  SUNY Oswego.   August, 2006. (Invited).

Preston, Daniel L and Katherine A.  “What Does it Mean to Live with Disability?”.  Leadership Greater Syracuse “Embracing Diversity Day” May, 2006. (Invited)

Preston, Daniel L.  “Oedipus and Disability”.  Classroom presentation for History of Ancient Greece course.  SUNY Oswego.   December, 2005. (Invited).
Preston, Daniel L.  “Oedipus and Austin: A Struggle for Power in the Framework of Disability”.  Mid-Atlantic Popular/American Culture Conference.  November, 4, 2005.

Preston, Daniel L.  “Making Disability Invisible”.  Alpha Phi Omega Sectional Conference (88/89).  SUNY Brockport, March 2005. (Invited)

Preston, Daniel L.  Panel discussion on disability awareness.  SUNY Oswego.  October 30, 2002. (Invited).

Preston, Daniel L.  “Understanding Disability on Different Levels: Bringing a Wheelchair into School (K-12)”. Disability Awareness Day.  Greenwood Central School.  January 30, 2002. (Invited).

Preston, Daniel L.  “Understanding the Differences of Disability”.  Alpha Phi Omega Sectional Conference (88/89).  SUNY Oswego, October 1999. (Invited)

CREATIVE WORKS

· “A New Spin” - Regular column in the Palladium Times newspaper based on education and disability related issues and human interest. (November 2004 – July 2007).

· “Cigarettes” - Winner of the SUNY Oswego 2005 New Voices ten minute playwriting competition.  Given a staged reading in April 2005.

· “What We May Be” - Winner of the SUNY Oswego 2004 New Voices ten minute playwriting competition.  Given a staged reading in April 2004.

· “For the Love of a Vulcan” – Winner of the SUNY Oswego 1996 New Voices playwriting competition.  Given a staged reading in March, 1996.
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