Professional Journals for Teachers
Penfield Library, SUNY Oswego 
In any profession it’s important to know what others in your field are working on, and finding successful.  For teachers there are numerous journals with great ideas for lessons and activities, reviews of new resources, and tips on classroom management and teaching strategies.  
A good starting place is a journal specific to your concentrate or field of specialty.   Here are a few different approaches you might want to try for finding the right journal for you! 
1. Search in Journals by Title , accessible from the library website:
· From the first menu choose “title contains all words”. 
· In the box type a few simple words that describe your discipline and profession (ex: history teaching).  Click “search”.  [Do Not fill in the second box.]
· Browse your results list for a title that looks relevant (see next page).  Don’t assume that your first list necessarily has the best title; you will need to take a look at some of the articles to determine if the content and level of schooling considered are what you need. 
· As needed try alternate words, such as “teacher” rather than “teaching”.  
· You might instead try the second box, for browsing.  Choose Social Sciences from the drop-down menu, then Education  Theory and Practice of Education.  (Warning: This is a very long list to browse through.)
OR
2. Ask your professor or the Education Librarian for help in identifying an important journal in your teaching field.   Then look it up by title using a Journals by Title search (see #1). 
OR
3. Check the website for the association that is important in your field, and browse their site to see if they publish a professional journal – most do. To begin try googling this search: professional association teachers <your subject>  (search ex: professional association teachers biology)

They of course will want to sell you the journal!  Not a bad idea as a future teacher, but you can also search using Journals by Title to see if the library owns it (see #1). 

(see below for Journals by Title access instructions) 

Journals by Title Search Results

 Usually your results will look something like this (see the notes on the screen). Often recent issues of a journal are available online rather than in paper.  
[image: ]

Sometimes your results may look like the screen below.  Then you might want to try another title or get a recommendation from the librarian.   Specific articles may be obtained on interlibrary loan, but not a full journal issue.  
[image: ] 
For more information contact bshaffer@oswego.edu or Penfield’s Ask A Librarian service.
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