Criteria for Evaluating Information

Resources: Electronic & Print

     Author(s):

     Is the resource signed? Do you know who the author is?

     What are the credentials of the author? -- journalist, professional, student, company

     employee, interested person?

     Information provider:

     What is the reputation of the information provider?

     Do book publishers regularly publish in this discipline?

     For journals, is there an editorial review board?

     How is an Internet site associated with the topic?

     Fact vs. Opinion:

     Is the author and/or information publisher biased?

     Does either have a vested interest in the topic?

     Are facts supported by documented evidence?

     Is supporting material (pictures, charts, references, links. etc.) relevant to the   

              document?

     Have they been omitted, but shouldn't be?

     Organization:
     Does the resource include: a table of contents, a theses statement, an index, 

            appendixes, and/or a summary or abstract?

     Currency:

     Is information up-to-date?

     Are links maintained?

     References to other resources:

     Are references/links included?

     What is the quality of the references? 
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