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Objectives:

A 1. Share our experiences with the Chicano/Chicana Farmworkers
movement in the US, and Afro-Reggae and Landless Peasant
movements in Brazil, emphasizing visual and performance art.

A 2. Describe examples from artist/activist movements that engage in
work promoting multicultural understanding and social justice.

A 3. Share examples using the arts in the US and beyond to deepen
multicultural understanding and teaching for social justice.

A 4. Share research about the impact of such approaches.



Leahos Wor k

A Summer fellowship with SAF- exploring
identity, activism, photo-documentary,
racial profiling project

A Youth Arts Group
A Tutoring International/ESL Students

A Brazil internships and experiences: Afro-
Reggae Movement 1 n FE&

A Role of visual arts, spoken word, music in
social change




Donate to SAF Online!
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S AF Student Action with Farmworkers
A)or{’ing Zogether for justice in agriculture
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Take Action

Student Action with Farmworkers
www.saf-unite.org

Photo Documentary Project with Rural Migrant Ministry
Youth Arts Group
Organizing Conferences for Activists Groups



http://www.saf-unite.org/
http://www.saf-unite.org/
http://www.saf-unite.org/

Images from the Farmworker Movement

Dorthea Lange, photographer, portrays working conditions and
impact of work in the fields



Stencil art in the movement is common.
The reality of physical labor



Poster in SAF office: Where does our food
come from?

The labor behind the food in the store



Observin farm workers i What grows
near you?

Close to the land



Visiting in the kitchen

Wor kersdé6 home in a migrant camp. Before w
farmworkers, | thought this level of poverty did not exist in my

community. At one time, | would have driven by and thought these

homes were abandoned buildings.



Housing near Rochester NY

Workers pay rent to live in run down housing that is often very
overcrowded. Some employers provide basic housing and minimal
utilities, but most take rent

money

out



How many schools will she go to?

Migrant worker housing outside Rochester, NY
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Mural painted by high schobl aged Youth Arts
Group | worked with in Newburgh, NY

We met each Friday night and students planned cultural activities,
engaged in mural work on social issues and personal experiences,
and planned a Youth Arts conference for their peers.




Detail of mural

These youth expressed a strong sense of f
encapsul ated within society while being 6



Drumming with the Youth Arts Group

Music engages most youth. Most of us had no idea how to play
drums, but everyone played and danced and had fun.



Youth chose to come to YAG

Many had to actively persuade families of the importance of after
school activities in US culture.



Performance art

This was one venue for educating the larger community about
Chicano/a culture.



Afro Reggae Movement in Favelas of Rio

Favela Rising Trailer

http://mwww.youtube.com/watch?v=B5_DnxeEkts


http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=B5_DnxeEkts

Tani ados WwWOr

A Brazilian American Perspective

A Movimento dos Trabalhadores Rurais
Sem Terra - MST

(Landl ess Wor ker so Mc
A Role of education, art and music



Landless Rural Workers Movement Flag

Portrays hope for a bountiful future through the struggle for land to
develop agricultural production to feed families and for the market.



Landl ess Rur al Wor ker sé Pr

Through organized protests, marches, petitions to the government,
occupation of unproductive farms, and encampments along
highways, workers have struggled for their rights since 1984.



MARCHA NACIONAL

MR REFORMA AGRARIA 'A
APREGO E JUSTIGA

National March for Agrarian Reform,
Employment and Justice

AAgrarian Reformo means new | aws to redis
less than 2% who own % of productive lands in Brazil to millions of
landless workers and their families.
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Expulsion from occupied land

During illegal occupation of unproductive lands rural workers,
experience violence, including massacres and assassinations of
leaders.



Encampment by a highway

Landless workers encampments can be seen along Brazilian
highways. They live in these improvised communities with their
families until a solution is found for their plight.



aal Author

Pumpkin harvest in a new MST settlement

Workers and families are happiest when they are settled in new
lands where they produce and continue to organize life in
community.



aal Author

Settled workers organized in a cooperative

The preferred mode of organizing in new farms is through
cooperatives to market products, provide support, and buy
agricultural tools and machines.



Children in school

Education is one of the highest priority for children in new farms,
and in the improvised encampments. The curriculum includes
critical political understanding about how conditions of poverty are
created and maintained.



