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Social Justice through the Arts: Learning from Latin American Artist Activists

Cahan, S. & Kocur, Z. (Eds.). (1996).
Contemporary art and multicultural education.
NY: New Museum of Contemporary Art and
Routledge. Wonderful resource that provides a
case for art as a means of social change,
including a range of visual images,
autobiographical information about artists that
sets the work in a larger historical context, and
themed lesson plans for using the images.

Coutts , G. & Jokela, T.(Eds.)(2008). Art,
—— Community and Environment: Educational

Perspectives. Bristol: Intellect. Examines
relationship between art, community
involvement, and environment in urban and
natural contexts around the world.

S Cowhey, M. (2006). Black ants and Buddhists:
DICREIRYS Thinking critically and teaching differently in

the primary grades. Portland, Maine:

Stenhouse Publishers. Focused on early
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Davis, J. (2008). Why our schools need the
arts. NY: Teachers College Press. Provides
rationale for including arts in the schools as
well as multiple examples of how the arts
promote critical thinking and action for social
change.

de Lange, N. Mitchell, C., & Stuart, J (eds.)
(2007). Putting people in the picture: Visual
methodologies for social change. Rotterdam,
Netherlands: Sense Publishers. Illustrates how
photo documentary, drawing, video and other
visual and arts-based tools can be used to
engage communities to study and bring about
social change.

Frascina, F. (2009). Modern art culture. NY:
Routledge. Wide selection of authors
exploring many theoretical issues around
themes relating to modern art culture, such as
histories and representations,
inclusions/exclusions, and bodies and
identities.
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Gandini, L., Hill, L., Cadwell, L., & Schwall,
C. (2005). In the spirit of the studio: Learning
from the atelier of Reggio Emilia. NY:
Teachers College Press. Lots of visuals in this
descriptive exploration of art contexts in North
America, inspired by the creative and well
known early childhood centers in Reggio
Emilia.

Goldberg, M. (2006). Integrating the arts: An
approach to teaching and learning in
multicultural and multilingual settings. NY:
Pearson Education, Inc. Practical resource with
lots of k-8 lesson plans and descriptions of
how to integrate the arts throughout the
curriculum in multicultural/multilingual
settings.

Greenberg, J. (2008). Side by side. NY: Harry
N. Abrams, Inc. Beautiful compilation of
artwork from around the world, matched with
poetry in English and the author’s native
language, that was inspired by the work
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Hetland, L., Winner, E., Veenema, S., &
Sheridan, K. (2007). Studio thinking: The
benefits of visual arts education. NY: Teachers
College Press. Argues for the benefits of visual
arts education as well as illustrating how to
practically create spaces for different types of
studio thinking, including lesson plans to
promote different types of thinking through a
range of media.

Holzer, M. & Noppe-Brandon, S. (eds).
(2005). Community in the making: Lincoln
Center Institute, the arts, and teacher
education. NY: Teachers College Press.
Twenty authors, educators and teaching artists
from K-12 and higher education, discuss the
rich collaboration between the Lincoln Center
and the aesthetic education teacher education
curriculum based on the work of Maxine
Greene.

Johnson, B., & Blanchard, S. C. (2008). Reel
Diversity: A teacher’s sourcebook. NY: Peter
Lang Publishing, Inc. Teacher resource for
infusing diversity and social justice issues into
secondary and higher education classrooms
using pop culture film clips, and incorporating
lesson plans to promote cross cultural dialogue.
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Krensky, B., & Steffen, S. (2009). Engaging
classrooms and communities through art: A
guide to designing and implementing
community-based art education. MD: AltaMira
Press.

Leavy, P. (2009). Method meets art: Arts-
based research practice. NY: The Guilford
Press. Provides an overview and examples of
arts based qualitative research approaches from
a variety of disciplines.

Leftwhich, Adrian. (1983). Redefining Politics:
People, Resources, and Power. New York:
Metheun & Co. Section that speaks about the
percentages of landless people in Latin
American, particularly Brazil. Also includes
information about how the landlessness is
increasing in these areas.
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Macedo, D., & Steinberg, S. R. (2007). Media
literacy. NY: Peter Lang Publishing, Inc.
Articles examine a broad range of issues about
critical literacy, how media culture influences
decision making and understanding and how to
critically examine media and messages.

Martinez, E. (2008). 500 years of Chicana
women’s history. NJ. Rutgers University Press.
Great source of information, images, and
history of Chicana women for use in the K-12
curriculum.

Menkart, D., Murray, A. D., & View, J.
(2004). Putting the movement back into civil
rights teaching. Teaching for Change and
PRRAC. Information packed resource with
many teaching ideas and images to use to help
K-12 students understand the civil rights
movement and the process of social change.
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Naidus, B. (2009). Arts for Change: Teaching
Outside the Frame. Okland, CA: New Village
Press. Inspiring examples of how the author
and others engage community in arts based
activism in many contexts.

Nieto, S. (2008). Dear Paulo: Letters from
those who dare teach. Boulder, CO: Paradigm
Publishers. Letters illustrating how Freire has
impacted the practice of educators for social
change, including examples of arts as a
contributing to social change.

Olshansky, B. (2008). The power of pictures:
Creating pathways to literacy through art,
Grades K-6. San Francisco, CA: Jossy-Bass.
Many images and ideas for how to use art to
promote literacy and engagement of young
learners.



Perez, L. E. (2007). Chicana art: The politics
of spirtual and aesthetic alterities. Durham,
N.C.: Duke University Press. Great resource
for teachers with many images and analysis of
the role of artist activists in reclaiming voice
and representation of Chicana history.
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Powell, M. & Speiser, V. (2005). The arts,
education, and social change. NY: Peter Lang.
Essays look at how the arts can transform
education and society, both in the US and
beyond, across a variety of arts and contexts.

Runnell Hall, M. (ed.) (2008). Conscious
women rock the page: Using hip-hop fiction to
incite social change. NY': Sister Outsider
Entertainment, LLC. Great lesson plans and
background information of activist hip hop,
women artists. Sure to engage today’s students.
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Salgado, S. (1997). Terra: Struggle of the
landless. London, England: Phaidon Press
Limited. Powerful images by prizewinning
photographer Sebastido Salgado documenting
the Landless Movement in Brazil.

Satrapi, M. (2007). The complete Persepolis.
New York: Pantheon. This graphic novel is
sure to engage young adult readers and help
them understand issues in Iranian culture.

Springgay, S. Irwin, R., Leggo, C., &
Gouzouasis, P. (Eds) (2008). Being with
Alr/tography. Rotterdam, Netherlands: Sense
Publishers. Examines role of arts based
research in promoting social change.
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Sullivan, G. (2005). Art practice as research.
Thousand Oakes, CA: Sage Publications.
Examines multiple examples of arts based
research.

Tafolla, C., & Teneyuca, S. (2008). That s not
fair!: Emma Tenayuca’s struggle for justice.
San Antonio, TX: Wings Press. Beautifully
illustrated children’s book in English and
Spanish focused on farm worker issues of
social justice.

Zinn, H., Konopacki, M., & Buhle, P. (2008).
A people’s history of American Empire. NY':
Metropolitan Books. Graphic novel of Zinn’s
engaging people’s history focused on the
struggle for justice.
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Bryant, C. (1998). Property Rights for the
Rural Poor: The Challenge of Landlessness.
Journal of International Affairs, 52(1), 181-
205. Uses Brazil as a case study. Discusses the
need to return property rights to the poor in
rural areas and the need for land reform.
Discusses social, political, and economic
issues. Discusses the future.

Davis, H. (Ed.). (2009, June). Exhibitions. The
Artist's, 26(5), 16-19. Article on imagining
peace illustrates a wonderful example of artist
activism for social justice.

Dickstein, M. (2008, June/July/Aug). Fiction
and political fact. BookForum: fiction and
politics, 15(2), 29-38. Examples of visual arts
with social justice themes.
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Houseworth, L. E. (2009, July/August). Kerry
Washington: Proof that beauty isn't just skin
deep. Urban Influence, 57-60. Kerry
Washington’s story illustrates through her life
how an artist activist works for social justice.

Kibbey, J. (2009, Spring). A beehive of
activity!: Collaboration and interdisciplinary
curriculum innovation at South Jefferson High
School. Sheldon's Sphere, 16(1), 1. Example
from upstate NY of high school teacher
engaging her students in arts for social justice.

Meyer, R. K. (2009, June). The amazed world
of 1k-Joong Kang. the Artist's, 26(5), 32-37.
Aurtists work illustrates how to engage children
in large scale social justice visual arts project.
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Landless Movement. (2007). In G. L.
Anderson & K. G. Herr (Eds.) Encyclopedia of
Activism and Social Justice, 2 (pp. 820-823)
Thousand Oaks, CA:

Rosenberg, B. (2009, September 4). Petite
painters get a Gallery: The Museum of Young
Art showcases the work of local students.
Goldring Arts Journalism Program, p. 4.

Smith, N. (2009, September 4). Where art and
activism meet: ArtRage Gallery provides a
space for political provocation. Goldring Arts
Journalism Program, p. 6.

Electronic/Online:

The Feminist Art Project [Brochure]. Retrieved
13
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from The Feminist Art Project, Rutgers
University website:
http://feministartproject.rutgers.edu/
Wonderful resource of history and images.

The Fundred Dollar Bill Project.

Retrieved from: http://fundred.org

Engages US students from around the country
in creating fundred dollars to exchange for real
dollars in Washington DC to detoxify soil in
New Orleans neighborhoods.

The National Chavez Center [Brochure].
Retrieved from The National Chavez Center
website: http://chavezfoundation.org
Wonderful historic resource with images.

14


http://feministartproject.rutgers.edu/
http://fundred.org/
http://chavezfoundation.org/

The Quilt Index:
D ing and A

ing an American Art

The Quilt Index (http:/www.quiltindex.org) is a growing
research and reference tool designed to provide
unprecedented access to information and images about
quilts held in private and public hands,

The Quilt Index aims to be a central resource that
incorporates a wide variety of sources and information on
quilts, quiltmakers and quiltmaking including:

+Images and information on privately held quits compiled
by state and regional quilt documentation projects in the
United States and internationally

+Images and information on quilts in museums, libraries,
and private collections

e

+Lesson plans, online exhibits, journals and essays

Bibliographies of secondary materials relevant to quilt
study

+ Finding aids developed to assist researchers with

locating hard-to-find quilt-related primary and secondary
‘materials in public collections

The QuiltIndex is a partnership project of The Alliance for
American Quitts, MATRIX: the Center for Humane Arts,
Letters, and Social Sciences Online, and the Michigan
State University Museum.

Contact the Quilt Index: M}‘SE{""A

quiltindexquiltalliance.org

www.sparemurals.org

The Quilt Index: Documenting and Accessing

an American Art. Retrieved from Michigan
State University website: http://quiltindex.or

g

Social and Public Art Resource Center
(SPARC) [Brochure]. Retrieved from:
http://www.sparcmurals.org

Great resource on Judith Baca’s work with
high school students in mural construction in
LA, as well as many other real and virtual
mural projects for social change.

WAAND: Women Artists Archives National
Directory [Brochure]. Retrieved from Mabel
Smith Douglass Library, Rutgers University
website: http://waand.rutgers.edu/
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—T Landless Voices: The Sights and Sounds of Dispossession. Retrieved from
http://www.landless-voices.org/ Rich archive of art/media-related materials
(posters, photos, music, films) of the Landless Movement in Brazil, based at the
School of Modern Languages of the University of Nottingham, U.K.
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