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I. Major Bibliographical References

PRIMARY SOURCES

Censuses

1850--U.S. manuscript census gives individual names. Manuscript censuses are
 available in county clerk’s offices, and on microfilm in many major libraries.
1855--Census of the State of New York for 1855 (Albany, 1855), gives aggregate data.

Printed Materials: Newspapers

Oswego Palladium
Colored American,1837-39[?]
Friend of Man, 1836-42
Liberty Party Press, 1842-49
Proceedings of the New York State Antislavery Society
North Star and Frederick Douglass’s Paper, 1847-1861.

Printed Materials: Maps

Bevan, John. Map of Oswego, Oswego County, N.Y. New York, 1851.
Geil, Samuel. Map of Oswego County, New York. Philadelphia, 1854.
New Topographical Atlas of Oswego County, N.Y. Philadelphia: D.K. Stone, 1867.

Manuscripts

Anti-slavery petitions, National Archives.
Gerrit Smith Papers, Bird Library, Syracuse University.
Post Family Papers, Rush Rhees Library, University of Rochester.
William Henry Seward Papers, Rush Rhees Library, University of Rochester.
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SECONDARY MATERIALS

Books and Articles--General

Armstrong, Douglas V., LouAnn Wurst, and Elizabeth J. Kellar. Archaeological
Sites and Preservation Planning in Central New York: a Unified Site File
and GIS Database for NYSDOT Region 3. Syracuse University Archaeological Research
Center Special Publications. Syracuse: Syracuse University, 1999.

Blockson, Charles. Hippocrene Guide to the Underground Railroad. New York:
Hippocrene Books, 1994.

Campbell, Stanley W. The Slave Catchers: Enforcement of the Fugitive Slave
Law, 1850-1860. Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina Press, 1968.

Exploring a Common Past: Researching and Interpreting the Underground Railroad, 2nd edition.
Washington, D.C.: Department of the Interior, 1998.

Franklin, John Hope and Loren Schweninger. Runaway Slaves: Rebels on the Plantation. New
York: Oxford University Press, 1999.

Fruehling, Byron D., and Robert H. Smith, “Subterranean Hideaways of the
 Underground Railroad in Ohio: An Architectural, Archaeological and
 Historical Critique of Local Traditions,” Ohio History 102 (Sum-August 1993), 98-117.
Gara, Larry. The Liberty Line: The Legend of the Underground Railroad

Lexington, Ky.: University of Kentucky Press, 1961.
Guide to the Survey of Historic Resources Associated with African-Americans

in New York State (Albany: New York State Office of Parks, Recreation, and Historic
Preservation, [1998],

Horton, James Oliver and Lois E. In Hope of Liberty: Culture, Community and
Protest Among Northern Free Blacks, 1700-1860. New York: Oxford
University Press, 1997.

Jeffrey, Julie Roy. The Great Silent Army of Abolitionism: Ordinary Women in
the Antislavery Movement. Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina
Press, 1998.

Kammen, Carol. “The UGRR and Local History,” CRM 4 (1998).
McGraw, Marie Tyler, and Kira A. Badamo. Underground Railroad Resources in the United

States: Theme Study. Washington, D.C.: U.S. Department of the Interior, 1998.
Merrill, Arch. The Underground (Freedom’s Road) and Other Upstate Tales.New York: American

Book-Stratford Press, 1963.

National Register Bulletin: Guidelines for Evaluating and Registering
Historical Archeological Sites and Districts. Washington: U.S. Department of the Interior, 1993.   
National Register Bulletin: How to Apply the National Register Criteria for

 Evaluation. [Washington: U.S. Department of the Interior, 1990, rev.
1997.

National Register Bulletin: How to Complete the National Register Registration
Form. Washington: U.S. Department of the Interior, 1977, rev. 1997.

Pettit, Eber M. Sketches in the History of the Underground Railroad. 1879.
Reprint Westfield, N.Y.: Chautauqua Region Press, 1999.
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Roff, Sandra. “Researching the History of Blacks in New York Sate: Resources.”
Afro-Americans in New York History and Life. 9 (1985), 43-49.

Sernett, Milton C. “On Freedom’s Threshold: The African American Presence in
Central New York, 1760-1940.” Afro-Americans in New York History and Life. 19 (1995),
43-49.

Siebert, Wilbur. The Underground Railroad in Slavery and Freedom. New York:
Russell and Russell, 1898. Reprint Arno Press, 1968.

Still, William. Philadelphia: W. Still, 1872.
Underground Railroad: Official National Park Handbook. Washington, D.C.: U.S.

Department of the Interior, 1998.
Underground Railroad: Special Resource Study. Washington, D.C.: Department
 of the Interior, National Park Service, 1995.

Central New York

Densmore, Christoper. “The Society of Friends in Western New York,”
www.acsu.buffalo.edu/~densmore; .

____________________. “The Dilemma of Quaker Anti-Slavery: The Case of Farmington
Quarterly Meeting, 1836-1860,” Quaker History 82:2 (Fall 1993), 80-91.

Field, Phyllis. Politics of Race in New York: The Struggle for Black Suffrage in the Civil War Era.
Ithaca: Cornell University Press,  1982

Henderson. Alice Hatcher. “The History of the New York State Anti-Slavery Society.” Unpublished
Ph.D. dissertation. University of Michigan, 1963.

Klees, Emerson. Underground Railroad Tales, with Routes Through the Finger
Lakes Region. Rochester: Friends of the Finger Lakes Publishing, 1997.

Mau, Clayton. The Development of Central and Western New York (Rochester: DuBois Press,
1944.

Merrill , Arch. The Underground, Freedom’s Road and Other Upstate Tales. New York: American
Book-Stratford Press, 1963.

 Myers, John. “The Agency System in New York State,” New York History.
Phelan, Helene. “And Why Not Every Man?”
Priebe, Paul J. “Central and Western New York and the Fugitive Slave Law of
 1850,” Afro-Americans in New York Life and History 16:1 (January 1992), 19-30.
Sernett, Milton. North Star Country. Forthcoming, Syracuse University Press, 2001.
Sorin, Gretchen Sullivan, and Cara A. Sutherland, A Heritage Uncovered: The Black Experience

in Upstate New York 1800-1925. Elmira, N.Y: Chemung County Historical Society, 1988.
Strong, Douglas. Perfectionist Politics: Abolitionism and the Religious Tensions of American

Democracy. Syracuse: Syracuse University Press, 1999.
Wellman, Judith. Democracy, Religion, and Reform in the Burned-over District of Upstate New

York, 1825-1845. New York:  Garland Press, 2000.
______________. “The Underground Railroad in Central New York: A Research Guide,”

www.oswego.edu -- Oswego County Underground Railroad
______________. “This Side of the Border: Fugitives from Slavery in Three Central New York

Communities Before 1855 [Oswego, Seneca Falls, and Waterloo].” New York History
(October 1998).

______________. “Women and Radical Reform in Upstate New York: A Profile of
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Grassroots Female Abolitionists,” Clio Was a Woman: Studies in the History of American
Women, Mabel E. Deutrich and Virginia C. Purdy, eds. (Washington, D.C.: Howard
University Press, 1980), 113-127.”

Cayuga County

Conrad, Earl. Harriet Tubman. 1943.
Myers, Mildred D. Miss Emily. Charlotte Harbor, Florida: Tabby House, 1998.
Sadlier, Rosemary. Harriet Tubman and the Underground Railroad: Her Life in the United States

and Canada. 1995.
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Madison County

Friedman, Lawrence. Gregarious Saints. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1982.
Frothingham, Octavius Brooks.  Gerrit Smith: A Biography, second edition. New York: G.P.

Putnam, 1879.
Harlow, Ralph Volney. Gerrit Smith, Philanthropist and Reformer. New York: Holt, 1939.
Humphreys, Hugh C. “Agitate! Agitate! Agitate!” The Great Fugitive Slave Law

Convention and its Rare Daguerreotype, Madison County Heritage, no. 19. Oneida, N.
Y.: Madison County Historical Society, 1994.

Kraut, Alan.  “The Forgotten Reformers: A Profile of Third Party Abolitionism in Antebellum New
York,” in Antislavery Reconsidered: New Perspectives on the Abolitionists, ed. Lewis
Perry and Michael Fellman (Baton Rouge: Louisiana State University, 1979), 119-45.

Monroe County

Castle, Musette S.“A Survey of the History of African Americans in Rochester, New York, 1800-
1860, Afro-Americans in New York Life and History 13:2 (1989), 7-32.

DuBois, Eugene E. The City of Frederick Douglass: Rochester’s African-
American People and Places. Rochester: Landmarks Society of Western  New York,
1994.

Hewitt, Nancy A. Women’s Activism and Social Change, Rochester, New York,1822-1872. Ithaca:
Cornell University Press, 1984.

McFeeley, William S. Frederick Douglass. New York: W.W. Norton, 1991.
Post, Amy. “The Underground Railroad,” in William Peck. Semi-Centennial History of the City of

Rochester. Syracuse: Mason and Company, 1884,458-462.

Oneida County

Richards, Leonard. “Gentlemen of Property and Standing” Anti-Abolition Mobs in Jacksonian
America. New York: Oxford University Press, 1970.

Magdol, Edward. The Antislavery Rank and File: A Social Profile of theAbolitionists’Constituency.
New York and Westport, Connecticut: Greenwood Press, 1987.

Morrison, Howard Alexander. “Gentlemen of Proper Understanding: A Closer Look at Utica’s Anti-
Abolitionist Mob,” New York History (January 1981).

Sernett, Milton. Abolition’s : Beriah Green, Oneida Institute, and the Black Freedom Struggle.
Syracuse: Syracuse University Press,1986.

______________.“First Honor: Oneida Institute’s Role in the Fight Against American Racism and
Slavery,” New York History (April 1985).

Onondaga County

Armstrong, Douglas V. and Louann Wurst. Underground Railroad Site at Syracuse Wesleyan
Methodist Church. Syracuse: Onondaga Historical Association, 1994.

Davis, Barbara Sheklin. A History of the Black Community of Syracuse, Exhibit and Symposium.
Onondaga Community College, 1980.
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Galpin, W. Freeman. “The Jerry Rescue,” New York History XXVI:1 (1945), 19-34.
Hardin, Evamaria. Syracuse and the Underground Railroad. Syracuse: Erie Canal Museum,

1989.
Hunter, Carol. “To Set the Captives Free”: Reverend Jermain Wesley Loguen and the Struggle

for Freedom in Central New York, 1835-1872.  New York: Garland Press, 1993.
Sernett, Milton. “’A Citizen of No Mean City’”: Jermain W. Loguen and the  Antislavery Reputation

of Syracuse,” Syracuse University Library Associates Courier XXII:2 (Fall 1987), 33-54.
Sperry, Earl. The Jerry Rescue. Syracuse: Onondaga Historical Association, 1924.
Sokolow, Jayme A. “The Jerry McHenry Rescue and the Growth of Northern Antislavery

Sentiment during the 1850s,” Journal of American Studies 16:3 (1982), 427-443.

Ontario County

Grover,  Kathryn. Make a Way Somehow: African American Life in a Northern Community, 1790-
1865 (Syracuse: Syracuse University Press, 1994). [Geneva, New York]

Oswego County

Braidotti,  Victoria. [“African American Homes in Oswego, New York”]. Unpublished paper, 1997,
Special Collections, SUNY, Oswego.

Breitbeck,  Helen. “Historic District Nomination, Mexico, New York,” Heritage Foundation of
Oswego, 1988.

Gibson,  Nicola. “Asa Wing,” and “Antislavery Bibliography,” unpublished papers, 1998, Special
Collections, Penfield Library, SUNY Oswego.

Larson, Mildred R. “The Underground in Oswego,” New York Folklore Quarterly XVII:2 (1961).
Long, Sandra. “My Sister’s Keeper: Fugitive Slave Women in Antebellum Oswego,” unpublished

paper, State University of New York at Oswego, 2000
Nowyi, Ellen. “The Underground Railroad in Fulton, New York,” unpublished paper, 1998, Special

Collections, Penfield Library, State University of New York at Oswego.
Resource Notebooks, Oswego County Clerk’s Office; Penfield Library, SUNY Oswego; and other

area libraries.
Schuelke, Frieda M. "Activities of the Underground Railroad in Oswego County," Fourth

Publication of the Oswego County Historical Society  (1940).
Simpson,  Elizabeth. Mexico, Mother of Towns. Mexico, N.Y.: 1949.
________________. “Two Famous Abolitionists of Oswego County,” Fourth Publication of the

Oswego County Historical Society (1940), 81-91.
Snyder, Charles M. “The Antislavery Movement in the Oswego Area.”  Eighteenth Publication of

the Oswego County Historical Society (1955).
___________.  Oswego From Buckskin to Bustles. Port Washington, N.Y.:  Ira J.Friedman, 1968.
Snyder, Charles M. “Oswego’s Abolitionists and Their Tunnels,” New York Folklore Quarterly

XVII:2 (1961).
Wellman,  Judith. “‘Bound with Them’: Abolitionism in Mexico, New York, 1835- 1842.” Thirty-

Third Publication of the Oswego County Historical Society, 1973.
www.oswego.edu -- Oswego County Underground Railroad
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Seneca County

Altschuler,  Glen and Ian Saltzgaber, Revivalism, Social Conscience, and Community. Ithaca,
New York: Cornell University Press, 1983.

Lester,  Caroline. "Negro Residents of Seneca Falls in Bygone Days," Seneca Falls Historical
Society Papers (1943), 85-92.


