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Message from
President 

Deborah F. Stanley

To Members of our Student Community:

Welcome to the Oswego State community.  As with any other 
community membership, being a part of an academic institution 
requires of you a familiarity with the policies and procedures of 
the College and an understanding of how those policies and 
procedures will positively impact your time here.

Our campus is a learner-centered community.  We focus our attention on the intellectual and citizenship 
development of our students. An important element of your “citizenship” here is time spent reflecting on what 
it means to be an active member of an academic community.  What is your role in establishing and sustain-
ing a vibrant environment in which students and faculty learn together; how will you demonstrate academic 
integrity; what will you teach others?  By taking an active role in your learning process, you will quickly find 
that Oswego State is an exciting place to live, work, and learn.  

In order to create and maintain a campus environment that enhances your motivation to learn, certain 
rights and responsibilities are required.  You, for example, have the right to live and study in an environment 
that actively promotes learning and respect for others.  You also have the right to expect that prejudice, ha-
rassment, and violence will not be tolerated and that your individual and intellectual freedoms will be protect-
ed.  At the same time, you have a responsibility to ensure that your conduct while a member of this commu-
nity does not abridge those rights for other members.

This Student Handbook will give you a sense of what to expect and what is expected of you as you inter-
act with other members of the campus community.  The Handbook details policies and procedures that are 
meant to ensure protection of your individual and intellectual freedoms, protection of the academic integrity 
of our community, honesty in your actions, and support for the dignity of all individuals.  You will find detailed 
articulation of the protections you are afforded, the responsibilities you must meet and the avenues of redress 
available to you as a citizen of this college.

Review at your leisure our many other publications, including our undergraduate and graduate catalogs, 
our departmental web pages and brochures.  Gradually, you will learn about exciting opportunities currently 
available to you, as well as new directions and goals for the future.  For example, our latest strategic plan,  
Engaging Challenge, (www.oswego.edu/about/leadership/planning/sesquicentennial_plan/index/html) iden-
tifies five core values that will distinguish Oswego State graduates from other college graduates:  Vitality, 
Intellectual Rigor, Engagement, World Awareness, and Solutions.  I invite you to explore how to combine your 
goals with those embedded in these core values.

As a compilation of documents and information pertinent to your full participation in the institution, this 
Student Handbook can become a comprehensive guide.  It will not, however, serve as a substitute for the 
meaningful dialogues and interactions that will help you meet the challenges you encounter as you pursue 
your goals.  I encourage you to become an active and engaged member in the Oswego State academic com-
munity.


