
 
 
 
 
 

Welcome to  

Penfield Library  
www.oswego.edu/library  

 
Guide to  
Library  
Services 

 

              2009 -2010  



From The Director 
Mary Beth Bell 

 

/Î ÂÅÈÁÌÆ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÅÎÔÉÒÅ ,ÉÂÒÁÒÙ ÓÔÁÆÆȟ )ȭÄ ÌÉËÅ ÔÏ ×ÅÌÃÏÍÅ ÙÏÕ ×ÁÒÍÌÙ ÔÏ 35.9 /Ó×ÅÇÏ ÁÎÄ 

0ÅÎÆÉÅÌÄ ,ÉÂÒÁÒÙȢ   4ÈÅ ,ÉÂÒÁÒÙȭÓ ÐÒÉÍÁÒÙ ÇÏÁÌ ÉÓ ÔÏ ÓÕÐÐÏÒÔ ÔÈÅ ÔÅÁÃÈÉÎÇȾÌÅÁÒÎÉÎÇ ÍÉÓÓÉÏÎ 

of the College.  Our staff are dedicated to the provision of high quality, friendly resources 

and services to support student and faculty study and research.   We hope that you will 

see the Library as a welcoming place to meet, study quietly or collaboratively in groups, 

share ideas, explore new and exciting worlds and perhaps even find inspiration.  While 

many of our databases, reference tools and services are now easily accessible from loca-

tions across campus and indeed across the world, we also know that students attending a 

residential college such as ours continue to need a place away from the classroom and the 

dorms where they can escape on occasion.  We want you to see the Library as your living 

room away from home.  We strive to provide a wide range of different kinds of comfort-

able seating and study spaces, the most current technology, a collection that is rich in both 

print and electronic resources, places to create and practice presentations, an art gallery, 

help with difficult term paper/research assignments, a 24-hour study space equipped 

×ÉÔÈ ÃÏÍÐÕÔÅÒÓ ÁÎÄ ÅÖÅÎ Á ÃÏÚÙ 3ÔÁÒÂÕÃËȭÓ #ÁÆïȢ  /ÕÒ ÓÔÁÆÆ ÁÒÅ ÈÅÒÅ ÔÏ ÈÅÌÐ ÙÏÕ ÓÕÃÃÅÅÄȢ  

Use us!  We truly love working with you.  We are here for you and welcome your input on 

ways that we can improve what we do. 



Ask A Librarian Services 
 
 
 
 

oswego.edu/library/askalibrarian  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

In-Person Research Help available most hours the library is open. 
Questions answered via E-mail  (askalibrarian@oswego.edu) or phone 

     (315-312- 4267). 
Chat Reference Help available with Penfield Librarians for many hours of the 
week.   
Chat Reference Help available 24/7/365 with college librarians across the 
country via our AskUs 24/7 Service. 
X-Treme Research Appointments with Subject Librarians available for assign-
ment specific one-on-one meetings. 



Computers, Software, and Printing  
 
Penfield Library  offers nearly 100 desktops and 40 laptops to borrow to use in Penfield.  
There is wireless internet access throughout the library.  Computers in Penfield are 
equipped with the Microsoft Office Suite, as well as additional software.   
 
All students get a 500 page per semester print quota, which can be used in Penfield Li-
brary.  Color printing is also available in Penfield Library. 
 
The 24-hour room has printing available, but access to pick up printouts is restricted to 
hours the library is open. 

Borrowing from Penfield Library  
 
Penfield Library has hundreds of thousands of books available to check out, but we also 
have much more available to borrow.  All you need to borrow items is your SUNY Oswego 
ID card.  Some of the materials available to borrow are: 
-ÕÓÉÃ #$ȭÓ ÏÆ ÐÏÐÕÌÁÒȟ ÃÌÁÓÓÉÃÁÌȟ ÁÎÄ ÏÔÈÅÒ ÖÁÒÉÏÕÓ ÓÔÙÌÅÓȢ 
Scanners, Video Cameras, Digital Voice Recorders, Portable DVD players. 
Laptops for use in the library. 
Popular fiction. 
Professional Teaching Material from the Teaching Resources Center. 

 



Library Instruction  
oswego.edu/library/instruction  

0ÅÎÆÉÅÌÄ ,ÉÂÒÁÒÙȭÓ )ÎÓÔÒÕÃÔÉÏÎ ÐÒÏÇÒÁÍ ÉÓ ÄÅÓÉÇÎÅÄ ÔÏ ÔÅÁÃÈ 2ÅÓÅÁÒÃÈ ÁÎÄ )ÎÆÏÒÍÁÔÉÏÎ ,ÉÔȤ
eracy Skills to Oswego students.  We have a vigorous liaison program, with a librarian as-
signed to teach Information Literacy skills and work closely with departmental faculty.  
0ÅÎÆÉÅÌÄ ,ÉÂÒÁÒÙ ÁÌÓÏ ÈÁÓ /ÎÌÉÎÅ 4ÕÔÏÒÉÁÌÓ ÓÕÃÈ ÁÓ ÔÈÅ Ȱ,ÁËÅ %ÆÆÅÃÔ 2ÅÓÅÁÒÃÈ #ÈÁÌÌÅÎÇÅȱ 
and Instructional Materials in Angel.  The Library offers Faculty Workshops and a course 
(GST 300) to develop Information Literacy.   



4ÈÅ ,ÉÂÒÁÒÙȭÓ #ÏÌÌÅÃÔÉÏÎÓ 
oswego.edu/library/collections  

Penfield Library has almost 400,000 volumes of curriculum specific material in its mono-
graphic collection.  In addition, Penfield maintains subscriptions to dozens of databases 
containing tens of thousands of journals, all available electronically from either on campus 
or off.  The library provides access to its electronic materials through its website.  Because 

we have so many electronic resources, subject librarians 
have assembled Research Subject Guides by Subject to 
provide the most relevant resources to students con-
ducting research in those areas.  


