TESOL TEACHER EDUCATION PROGRAM

Masaryk University, Brno, Czech Republic

The TESOL Teacher Education is a one-semester program specially designed for undergraduates and
recent graduates from the United States and Canada who are after valuable experience in Teaching
English to Speakers of Other Languages (TESOL) in a cross-cultural environment. The unique aspect of the
program is bringing together Czech and English speaking students in order to foster the understanding and
to broaden both groups' social, academic, and professional experience, all of which are a vital part of
succeeding in teaching English as a foreign language. The program integrates the fundamentals of
language learning theory and hands-on teaching practice.

Students who successfully complete the course of study earn the Certificate of English Language Teaching
to Adults (CELTA). The program is accredited by the University of Cambridge Local Examination Syndicate
(UCLES), which means the certificate carries the prestige and international recognition. This program is
also run in cooperation with the State University of New York (SUNY), Oswego, so students can receive
course credit recognized in North America.

Masaryk University is named after the founder and first president of Czechoslovakia, Toma$ G. Masaryk,
who supported the opening of the university because he knew that democracy depended directly on
broadening access to higher education. As the second-largest city in the Czech Republic, Brno combines
the vibrancy of a university city with a rich historic legacy. As the historical capital of Moravia with the
population of 400,000, the city is home to six universities and more than 35,000 students, and is within a
few hours' travel of Prague, Budapest, Krakow, Vienna and Berlin.

In the heart of Europe...

Berlin the Czech Republic’s “energetic second city...with

Qo all the charm and architectural drama of Prague,

minus the crowds”

@ - The Lonely Planet
Warsaw

@ Krakow

Budapest

...and within a few hours by bus or train of:
Brno - Prague (2.5 hours)

Budapest (6 hours)

Bratislava (1.5 hours)

Warsaw (11 hours)

Vienna (2 hours)

Berlin (8 hours)




Course of Study:

Applied Linguistics

Instructor: Dr. Nadézda Kudrnic¢ova
Contact hours: 45 Credits: 3 US semester / 6 ECTS

A straightforward and comprehensive introduction to the study of language. The main emphasis will
be placed on linguistics for teaching purposes. The course will give students a basic framework in
phonology, grammar, discourse, language development and change.

TESOL Methodology
Instructors: Dr. Debora Zemenov4 and visiting teacher trainer
Contact hours: 45 Credits: 3 US semester / 6 ECTS

The first part of the CELTA training program. In a series of workshops, participants will acquire the
general knowledge, skills, attitudes and awareness necessary for a novice teacher of English as a
foreign language. Topics covered will include, among others, language awareness and analysis for
teaching purposes, teaching language systems and skills, lesson planning and timetabling, error
analysis and correction, language testing, classroom management, teaching aids, and EFL learner.
Several written assignments and projects will be required as part of the evaluatlon Classes will be
held in small groups of twelve students.

Teaching Practice

Instructors: Dr. Debora Zemenova and visiting teacher trainer
Contact hours: 45 Credits: 3 US semester credits / 6 ECTS

The practical training component of the CELTA. Teaching practice (TP) will include the following:
students' own classroom practice, experienced teachers' observations, peer observations, feedback
discussions, and assisted lesson planning. The aim of teaching practice is to help students acquire
basic teaching skills and set foundations for further professional development. Classes will consist
of two groups of six students.

Czech Cultural Heritage

Instructor: Dr. Don Sparling with Dr. Mikul43 Bek and Dr. Jiff Travni¢ek
Contact hours: 45 Credits: 3 US semester credits / 6 ECTS

This course looks at how literature, art and architecture, and music have contributed to the Czech
cultural experience. In the case of the visual arts and music, the aim is to show how they have been
shaped by both history and the cultural space of Central Europe, while the focus in literature is on the
modern period, when writers such as Capek, Skvorecky, Kundera and Hrabal have made Czech
society and Czech cultural concerns such vivid a part of world literature. Readings will be from selec-
ted works in translation, and the course will also include visits to museums, exhibitions and concerts

Czech Language

Instructor: Faculty
Contact hours: 45 Credits: 3 US semester credits / 6 ECTS

The aim of this course will be to provide participants with basic communicative competency through
classes focused on grammar and conversation. In the first week of classes, students study intensive
Czech four hours a day. Students are placed according to language ability. :



> What Is the RSA/CELTA?

The Certificate in English Language Teaching to Adults (CELTA) is an internationally recognized
TESOL certification. It is designed for people with no or very little English language teaching
experience. A CELTA course provides the participant with the knowledge and tools to teach English
as a Foreign Language worldwide. In October 1996, the Certificate in Teaching English as a
Foreign Language to Adults (CTEFLA) was changed to the Certificate in English Language Teaching
to Adults (CELTA). '

Who Recognizes the CELTA?

The CELTA is recognized worldwide by employers in the English Language Teaching (ELT) industry,
Peace Corps, and by professional organizations like TESOL and IATEFL. CELTA qualification can
gain credit in some M.A. TESOL programs.

» Why is the CELTA so highly regarded?

Successful CELTA candidates receive a certificate from one of the best universities in the world:
Cambridge University. External assessment is important to'insure the quality of each CELTA course.
Therefore, a Cambridge assessor visits every course run, and each center must undergo an annual
approval process. The CELTA course is time-consuming, many candidates are surprised by the
amount of coursework. Besides the input workshops and teaching practice, many students can
expect to spend several nights a week on course-related work.

Faculty Profiles

Academic Director:

Debora Zemenovd, PhD

Associate Professor of the Department of English and American Studies. Received her PhD at Masaryk
University and pursued graduate work at Herroit-Watt University, Edinburgh, United Kingdom. She has
been teaching English since 1984 and training teachers since 1992. Co-Founder of the TESOL Teacher
Education Program. Research interests include: learner autonomy and humanistic education.

Administrative Director:

Tony Claudino, M.A.

Coordinator - International Programs, International Office (1998 - present), responsible for US linkages.
Co-Founder of the TESOL Teacher Education Program. University lecturer in American studies and
English as a foreign language at Masaryk University's Foreign Language Unit (1998 - present) and
Pedagogical Faculty (1996 - 1998). MA at Universidade Aberta, Portugal; BA at Middlebury College.

Teaching Staff:

NadéZda Kudrnacovd, PhD .
Associate Professor of the Department of English and American Studies. Received her PhD at Masaryk
University. She has been teaching English and linguistics since 1980. Research interests include:
semantics and English verbs.

Visiting Teacher Trainer

Each semester we will have an experienced teacher trainer lecture from Study Group International in
Hastings, England and from International House, London. For 1999-2000, Allan Bramalil from Study
Group International, Hastings will be one of the teacher trainers for the TESOL TE program. He has
been teaching EFL for 23 years and he has worked in Egypt, the Czech Republic, Indonesia, Switzer-
land, Lithuania, and Latvia for International House, the British Council, and the Soros Foundation.



