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Business & Intercultural Studies Summer Program

University of Nice-Sophia Atipolis, Trotabas Campus, School of Law, 

Political Science, Economics and Management

Course Descriptions

Students take 2 of 3 courses for 6 credits

1. European Corporate Governance (3 credits)

– European Corporate Governance –
The Financing of Public Limited Companies in the European Union
Professor: Dr Marc Pilkington

Contact:   marc.pilkington@unice.fr
Course description:   This summer course will provide a basic introductory survey of major concerns in the field of European Corporate Governance with a special emphasis on regulatory issues for the financing of public limited companies in the European Union.

Incoming competency of student expected by instructor:   None

Course objective:  The course is intended to demonstrate how the framework for financing public limited companies is to a significant degree harmonised within the European Union. It also aims to investigate the reasons why further harmonisation in the near future will very likely address take-overs and corporate governance questions. The objective is to equip students with a general understanding of the principles involved both with respect to the actual harmonisation and the regulation at the Member State level as well as the inter-action between EU harmonisation and Member State regulation. In order to secure a thorough understanding of the subject matter, the course will introduce some very basic concepts of EU law. The main body of the course will focus on the regulatory framework for the financing of plc's, thus covering subjects within Company Law, Corporate Governance, European Institutions and Securities Regulation. 

Course Content
Chapter 1 
Introduction to European Corporate Governance

Chapter 2
Nationality and Formation of the Public Limited Company
Chapter 3
Provision and Departure of Capital

Chapter 4
The Evolution of the Public Limited Company: Mergers, Divisions, Dissolution

and Liquidation. 

Chapter 5
The Stakeholders of the Public Limited Company
Chapter 6
Listing, Public Offers and Disclosure

· Revision, last presentations, and recap session

2.
European Economic Environment (3 credits)











Hours

1. Basic financial accounting

-Income Statement







     3

-Balance Sheet

-Cash Flow

2. 
Currencies








     3

-History


      -Inflation/deflation



      -Role of central banks

3.
The single market (EU)






      3 


            -Need for a single market


            -Difference to free trade zone






     

            -Requirement for single currency (euro)

4.
Banks








       3

            -Types of Banks

            -Types of banking business

            -Bank leverage

            -Control by central banks

5.
Insurance








       3

            -Types of insurance

            -Structure of insurance companies

6.
Types of financing







        3

            -Equity

            -Semi-equity (e.g. convertibles)

            -Debt (bank debt, bonds)

7. 
Stock markets







         3

            -Major markets

      -Change in European structure

      -Pressure towards corporate ethics

8.
      Futures and options







         3

            -Historical

            -Commercial uses (commodities/currencies)

            -Speculation

9.
     GATT/WTO








         3


           -History

           -Economic benefits


10.
     Globalization







         3


11.
    Euro-economics
                -Economic ideas of European integration




         3

                -Evolution of European economic policies



                      6

                -Contemporary economic factors       




         6

Total









        45

3.
French Culture and Civilization (3 credits)

The aims of this 45-hour course (42 hours of class plus 3 hour exam) include:

· To outline the basic structures of France, first as part of the European Union, then as a centralized government, and finally as a nation of regions, which, due both to history and to European policy, expand beyond territorial borders; (with a textbook)
· To provide insight and perspective on the images of France propagated by the popular English-language press, including passages from, for example, Mavis Gallant in reprints from the International Herald Tribune, Louis-Bernard Robitaille, And God Created the French (in translation), Peter Mayle, A Year in Provence, and the source he “borrowed” so abundantly from, Lady Fortescue’s Perfume from Provence; plus Annie Hawes, Extra Virgin: amongst the olive groves of liguria, of which Nice is an integral part. (Extracts to be handed out).
· To create an open mind-set for French culture and ideas by exploring the “cultural fault lines” that set the French apart from other Western civilizations;
· To sow the seeds for continued interest in French language and literature, thereby enriching the experience on the French Riviera beyond the student’s stay here. Perhaps a chapter from Nancy Kaplan’s French Lessons would be appropriate in this context.

Evaluation:  Class participation (30%), short paper (20%), written exam (50%).

Jacqueline Berben-Masi, B.A., M.A. in French, University of Wisconsin at Madison; Ph.D. in French, University of Texas at Austin; Doctorat de 3e cycle in African-American civilization and literature, Université de la Sorbonne III, Paris.  Dual nationality. List of most recent publications upon request.

Course Outline

Sessions 1 and 2:  Introduction on Anglo-American stereotypes of the French.  Anonymous survey of ideas and attitudes.  Readings for class 2, Time magazine’s special report, “Why France is Different,” International Edition, April 22, 2002, pp 5459; “January and February” from Peter Mayle’s A Year in Provence, Random House, NY 1990.  In preparation for session 3, reading assignment from textbook, The Government and Politics of France, Fourth Edition, Andrew Knapp and Vincent Wright, Routledge, NY and London, 1978, 2001, pp 1-46, “French political traditions in a changing context.” 2-hour classes.

Session 3:  Discussion and lecture, a historical overview of the social, economic and political evolution of post WW II France. Reading assignments from The Government…., “From Fourth to Fifth Republic,” pp 46-64, plus Lady Fortesque’s Perfume from Provence, “Feast Days”, Blackwood, London 1935; re-edition, Black Swan, 1992.  2-hour class.

Session 4:  Discussion and lecture on the transitional late 50s and early 60s.  Reading assignment:  “Presidents and Prime Ministers:  The Personal Factor,” pp 6580, plus handout on Charles De Gaulle, “The DeGaulle Monument” from Louis Bernard Robitaille, And God Created the French, Robert Davies Multimedia Publishing, Montreal-Toronto-Paris, 1995, 1997 in English translation pp 73-80.  2-hour class.

Session 5:  Discussion and lecture, the De Gaulle myth and legacy and the deaths and renaissances of Gaullism.  Reading assignment for session 6:  “The sources of executive power,” pp 81-100, plus cultural reading from Alice Kaplan’s The French Lessons, A Memoir, U of Chicago Press, Chicago and London 1993, “Boarding School in Switzerland,” pp 45-58, and Mary Blume article, “Mastering the Unmasterable:  A French Puzzle,” from the International Herald Tribune, February 19-20, 2000.  2-hour class.

Session 6: Discussion and lecture: comparison of the US and French executive offices and the rewards of learning a foreign language, plus discussion of the mission of “La Francophonie.” Reading assignments:  “Executive Policy-Making:  The Variable Diarchy,” pp. 101-132.  2-hour class.  Outside essay topics to be set, according to the interest so the individual student.

Sessions 7 and 8:  Discussion and lecture:  Comparative democracies:  England, the USA and France.  Rights and duties of the citizen.  The place of politics in our contemporary western societies.  Reading assignments for Session 9, last-minute articles on the Tour de France bicycle race and the chapter from Julian Barnes’ Something to Declare, Picador, London, 2002.  In preparation:  “The French parliament: decline-and resurgence?” pp 133-160. 2-hour classes.

Session 9:  Discussion and lecture on the place of sport in the French economy and culture.  Local and regional activities.  If possible, a guest lecture from a French specialist on regional cooperation in cultural, education and socio-economic areas.  (French accent guaranteed). 2-hour class.

Sessions 10 and 11:  Discussion and lecture:  British Parliament, U.S. Congress, and the French Legislative systems compared.  Reading assignment for Session 12:  “The Left and the Greens: the precarious recovery,” pp 133-159. 2-hour classes.

Session 12:  Discussion and lecture:  The Left and the Greens, comparison with other Western democracies.  The “grass roots”:  José Bové and the French Farmers’ movement.  Reading assignment for session 13:  “The Right:  domination and decadence,” pp 201-237.  2-hour class.

Session 13:  Knowing the Right from the Left:  Comparison of the issues that serve as the core of the different tendencies among French politicians.  Reading assignment for session 14, “Transformations…,” pp 241-265, plus Herald Tribune article on the ideal but impossible candidate (Alain Madelin).

Session 14:  Transformation of the party system:  change and continuity.  Election campaigns and strategies.  “Vive la difference”.  Public perceptions of the electoral process and the growing indifference to civic duties.  Reading assignment for session 15:  “The administration…,” pp 269-296.

Session 15:  Politics in practice:  the administrative juggernaut.  Homework:  essay preparation and handouts.

Session 16:  The French exception and the civil service:  the different corps.  Homework:  essay preparation and handouts.

Session 17:  The State and Pressure Groups; Politics, personalities, and the press. Homework: essay preparation and handouts.

Session 18:  Paris and the provinces.  Reading assignment:  assignment for session 14:  “French justice and the elusive Etat de droit,”  pp 379-414. 2-hour class.

Session 19:  Introduction to French justice.  If possible, field trip to the French tribunal of Nice.  Homework:  essay preparation and handouts.

Session 20:  Comparison of the common law and civil law systems, especially under the Napoleonic code.  Procedure, philosophy, and polemics.  Reading assignment:  “Conclusion,” pp 415-450.  Research essay due:  on a topic to be determined with the course instructor.  (*C`est la qualité, qui compte.  Quality takes precedence over quantity).

Session 21:  Review.

Session 22:  Three- hour examination on classes and readings.

Possible essay topics:

· The Greens Around the World:  A Comparative Study.

· Party Reform

· Personalities, the Press and Politics

· “Alphabet Soup”: RMI, SMIG, CAF, etc. and comparison with other systems

· The Vote:  Right, Privilege and Duty

· The Civil Service

· Administration Reform

· The Role of Sports and the National Image

· Tourism and the Leisure Industry

· Juvenile Delinquency and Government Response

· The Penal System

· France in Europe and the World

· Luxury Items on the International Market

· Import-Export:  France and the World

· La Mode:  High Fashion and the Bottom Line

· Organized Religion v. Sects

· The Food Industry

· Culture:  High Brow, Low Brow, Middle Brow

