
Music of the Classic Period 
 
I. Social structure 

Expanding middle class 
Revolutions 

 
II. Major composers 

Franz Joseph Haydn   (1732-1809) 
Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart (1756-1791) 
Ludwig van Beethoven (1770-1827) 

 
III. Musical Characteristics 

Clear and concise forms 
   Sonata form 
   Variation form 
   Minuet and trio: 

 Rondo 
IV. Types of Music: 

Instrumental Music 
  Piano:  Sonatas 
  Variations 
  Other 
 Chamber Music 
  String quartets 
  Sonatas, trios, quintets 
 Orchestral music 
  Symphony 
  Concerto 
 Vocal Music 
  Church 
  Opera 

 
 

     


