Alternative Spring Break - Application
March 10-18, 2012
Name _____________________________________   
Year _______________________

Local Address ______________________________  
Phone______________________

Email _____________________________________  
Major ______________________
Organization/Club(s) involved in ________________________________________________
If you are 21 or older and would be willing to drive a rental car please check box   □
PRIORITY FOR INTERNATIONAL ALTERNATIVE BREAK TRIPS WILL BE GIVEN TO STUDENTS WHO HAVE BEEN ON AN ALTERNATIVE BREAK TRIP BEFORE.

Prior Alternative Break trip(s) you have been on (year and location): ___________________________


Please return this application to the Compass: 145 Campus Center by Friday, November 18 by 4pm.
*Your application in not complete until you attend a required group interview. See dates on next page.*

Please type your responses, and take your time answering. There are limited spots on each trip, and this application and the group interview are considered highly in the selection process. Thank you!
1. How did you hear about Alternative Spring Break?  

2. What are three reasons you would like to participate in Alternative Spring Break? Explain. 


3. What do you hope to learn, accomplish, and/or gain from this experience?

4. What skills, experiences, and or knowledge would you be able to add to the group?
5. Our Alternative Break trips center on community, cooperation, and reflection.  How do you propose to do this during the Break?  What do you bring to the mix?  What ideas do you have that would enhance the group in these areas?   

All participants are required to participate in 2 to 4 group meetings before the trip.

 All participants are required to participate in fundraising activities to offset the cost of the trip. 

      All participants are required to pay for part of the trip (see fees below).  

For more information contact:

Center for Service Learning and Community Service at 312.5360 or alyssa.amyotte@oswego.edu  
Alternative Spring Break 2012 Sites
This year SUNY Oswego will be sending volunteers to five different sites to volunteer for Alternative Spring Break.  Below you will find brief descriptions of each site.  Please rank your preference for sites from 1 to 5, with 1 being your first choice and 5 being your last choice.  

We will do our best to assign people to the sites they would prefer, but there is no guarantee you will get your first choice.
If you are not interested in all five sites, don’t put a ranking by the sites you would not go to if you were assigned there. 
_____

Outreach360 in the Dominican Republic ($1,000 total - *$500 will be due 12/9/11)

Outreach360 has a vision of “a transformed world in which every child is able to pursue a college degree or to be gainfully employed upon reaching adulthood, enabling them to live a life of choice. Each child will become an active citizen, committed to serving those less fortunate, and be an active friend of the environment.”  Volunteers will be teaching English and doing other activities with children for the week. 
_____

Head Start in Bridgeton, New Jersey ($125)
Volunteers will primarily be working with preschool-aged children in a large daycare center in rural, southern New Jersey.  These children come from impoverished families, and the majority are from Latin American families.  

_____

Carolina Tiger Rescue in Pittsboro, North Carolina ($150)


Volunteers will provide support at this nonprofit wildlife sanctuary whose mission is 

saving and protecting wild cats in captivity and in the wild.
_____

Habitat for Humanity in Florence, Alabama ($150)
Volunteers will assist in the construction of a house for a deserving family in need in an impoverished area of Alabama.  No building experience necessary!

_____

Habitat for Humanity in Waterloo, Iowa ($150)
Volunteers will assist in the construction of a house for a deserving family in need in an impoverished area of Iowa.  No building experience necessary!

Additional Alternative Spring Break Opportunity

The Center for Service Learning and Community Service is partnering with Operation Southern Comfort to take a SUNY Oswego group to volunteer in the Gulf Coast region, supporting the Hurricane Katrina relief efforts that are still on-going. This trip will take place March 10th-18th, 2012, and costs $280 per person. To register for this trip, go to www.operationsoutherncomfort.org. On the left hand side of the homepage, click “register.” It is imperative that you list “SUNY Oswego” as the group name on the registration form. This trip has 28 spots available for students and will be filled on a first-come first-serve basis. 

Group Interview Dates and Times

It is required to attend a group interview to be selected for an Alternative Spring Break trip.

You do not need to attend a group interview to register for the New Orleans trip.
Meet in the Reception Area at the front of the Compass for Interviews
Monday, November 7th - 2pm

Wednesday, November 9th - 9am

Friday, November 11th - 12:30pm
Tuesday, November 15
th - 10am
Thursday, November 17th - 1pm
Friday, November 18th - 3pm

SUNY Oswego

Alternative Break Trip Agreement

The purpose of Alternative Break is to provide an ALTERNATIVE to other Winter and Spring Break opportunities.  The goal of the program is to offer an opportunity to build community and serve others in a safe, healthy and fun environment.

Please review the following statements.

Sign and date if you agree to adhere to each of the statements.

■ I will respect all members on the trip and everyone I meet at the site.  

■ I will be an active participant in all aspects of the trip including:

Providing service at volunteer site
Preparing meals

Making decisions as a group

Cleaning the space we will be staying in

Reflection and discussion sessions

Community builders

■ I will not consume drugs or alcohol while participating in the Alternative Break Program. 

■ I will attend planning meetings prior to the trip. 

■ I will organize and participate in fundraising activities prior to the trip.

■ I will pay required participant fees by the dates they are due.

■ I understand that participant fees for this program are nonrefundable. If I withdraw from this trip for any reason, I am aware that I will not be refunded any money I have contributed. 


I, ______________________________, understand that by signing this agreement I agree to abide by 

                               (print full name)   


all the statements above.

Signature ____________________________________
Date _________________
Applications are due to 145 Campus Center by Friday, November 18 at 4 pm.


