
Is Graduate School in Is Graduate School in 
Your Future?Your Future?





Is Graduate School For You?Is Graduate School For You?


 

Are you reasonably sure of your career goals, or is Are you reasonably sure of your career goals, or is 
there a strong possibility that you could change your there a strong possibility that you could change your 
mind after a taste of the working worldmind after a taste of the working world??


 

Would related work experience help Would related work experience help 
you clarify ambiguous career goalsyou clarify ambiguous career goals??


 

How much will your job and salary How much will your job and salary 
prospects be enhanced by a graduate degreeprospects be enhanced by a graduate degree??


 

Is an advanced degree a prerequisite to your chosen Is an advanced degree a prerequisite to your chosen 
careercareer??



Is Graduate School For Is Graduate School For 
You?You?


 

What are the direct and indirect What are the direct and indirect 
costs of graduate schoolcosts of graduate school??


 

Is there a possibility that a future employer might Is there a possibility that a future employer might 
pay for you to attend graduate schoolpay for you to attend graduate school??


 

Do you have a strong GPA?  Would work experience Do you have a strong GPA?  Would work experience 
enhance your application credentials by offsetting enhance your application credentials by offsetting 
mediocre grades or test scoresmediocre grades or test scores??


 

Would you have difficulty readjusting to student life Would you have difficulty readjusting to student life 
after a breakafter a break??





Choosing a SchoolChoosing a School

AdmissionAdmission

Programs OfferedPrograms Offered

Program StructureProgram Structure

FacultyFaculty

ReputationReputation

CostCost

Physical FacilitiesPhysical Facilities

Geographic LocationGeographic Location

LibraryLibrary

SizeSize

Diversity of StudentsDiversity of Students



Searching For Graduate Searching For Graduate 
SchoolsSchools

USING DISCOVERUSING DISCOVER





The Application ProcessThe Application Process


 

Request InformationRequest Information


 

Apply EarlyApply Early


 

Complete Application PackageComplete Application Package

Application FormApplication Form Financial AidFinancial Aid

Personal EssayPersonal Essay RecommendationsRecommendations

Application FeesApplication Fees Test ScoresTest Scores

Transcript & GradesTranscript & Grades Personal InterviewPersonal Interview



Admissions TestingAdmissions Testing

Graduate Record Examinations (GRE)Graduate Record Examinations (GRE)

Graduate Management Admission Test (GMAT)Graduate Management Admission Test (GMAT)

Medical College Admission Test (MCAT)Medical College Admission Test (MCAT)

Law School Admission Test (LSAT)Law School Admission Test (LSAT)
Other tests:Other tests:

Miller Analogies TestMiller Analogies Test

Dental Admission TestDental Admission Test

Optometry Admission TestOptometry Admission Test

Pharmacy College Admission TestPharmacy College Admission Test

Veterinary Aptitude TestVeterinary Aptitude Test

Test of English as a Foreign LanguageTest of English as a Foreign Language



Test PreparationTest Preparation


 

Review study questions in the test registration Review study questions in the test registration 
bulletin.bulletin.


 

Purchase a test preparation book from the test Purchase a test preparation book from the test 
registration bulletin or your local bookstore i.e., registration bulletin or your local bookstore i.e., 
BarronBarron’’s Guides.s Guides.


 

Purchase interactive study software through Purchase interactive study software through 
the testing company or at your local software the testing company or at your local software 
store.store.



Test PreparationTest Preparation

Use the GRE or GMAT test prep software
available in Career Services.


 

Enroll in the Kaplan TestDrive. Program 
offered through Career Services



Test Drive Graduate TestsTest Drive Graduate Tests

Free - No Charge - No Kidding!
Practice taking Graduate School Entrance Exams - GRE-GMAT-LSAT-MCAT

Attend TESTDRIVE by Kaplan Educational 
Monday, October 26, 2009

6 - 9 pm Lanigan 102A 
(limited seating!  Advance sign-up for this program is required)

"Testdrive," will provide you with an opportunity to take a practice GRE-GMAT-LSAT- 
MCAT under simulated conditions, and have it scored at the program....before you take 

the real thing!
To reserve a seat, call the COMPASS at: 312-3142 by 4 pm Thursday, October 22nd. 



RecommendationsRecommendations


 

Choose professors who know you well.Choose professors who know you well.


 
Choose employers who can highlight work Choose employers who can highlight work 
related skills.related skills.


 

Determine who will be your best advocates.Determine who will be your best advocates.


 
Discuss the content  & expectations of the letter.Discuss the content  & expectations of the letter.


 

Provide writer with a copy of your resume.Provide writer with a copy of your resume.

Guidelines to give you an edge



RecommendationsRecommendations


 

DonDon’’t use references from friends, relatives, or t use references from friends, relatives, or 
people who do not know you well.people who do not know you well.


 

Give your references all of the necessary Give your references all of the necessary 
forms, addresses and stamped envelopes.forms, addresses and stamped envelopes.


 

Give your references at least a month in which Give your references at least a month in which 
to write the reference and ask them to meet a to write the reference and ask them to meet a 
deadline.deadline.



Application EssayApplication Essay

Points to keep in mind when Points to keep in mind when 

writing your admission essay:writing your admission essay:

Make your aim clear, succinct & enthusiasticMake your aim clear, succinct & enthusiastic


 

Demonstrate focus & depth in your thinkingDemonstrate focus & depth in your thinking


 

Answer the questionAnswer the question


 

Write an interesting essayWrite an interesting essay



Application EssayApplication Essay


 

Making an outline vs. writing spontaneouslyMaking an outline vs. writing spontaneously


 

Have someone to critique your essayHave someone to critique your essay


 

Keep your essay positiveKeep your essay positive


 

Type your essayType your essay


 

Neatness, spelling and grammar are importantNeatness, spelling and grammar are important



What the Admissions Committees are What the Admissions Committees are 
trying to evaluate:trying to evaluate:



 
Writing abilityWriting ability



 
Educational backgroundEducational background



 
Major areas of interest or study Major areas of interest or study 



 
Reasons for graduate education Reasons for graduate education 



 
Immediate and longImmediate and long--term goalsterm goals



 
Level of maturityLevel of maturity



 
Your unique contribution to the institutionYour unique contribution to the institution

Application EssayApplication Essay



FINANCIAL AIDFINANCIAL AID



 

FELLOWSHIPS: granted by individual universities based on merit FELLOWSHIPS: granted by individual universities based on merit 
not need, usually cover tuition & expenses.not need, usually cover tuition & expenses.



 

ASSISTANTSHIPS: stipend and tuition waivers in exchange for ASSISTANTSHIPS: stipend and tuition waivers in exchange for 
services, teaching or research.services, teaching or research.



 

GRANTS: sum of money awarded to a university or individual in GRANTS: sum of money awarded to a university or individual in 
exchange for work, research & scholarly publications.exchange for work, research & scholarly publications.



 

LOANS: Direct Stafford Subsidized Loans, Direct Stafford LOANS: Direct Stafford Subsidized Loans, Direct Stafford 
Unsubsidized Loans, Perkins Loans and State LoansUnsubsidized Loans, Perkins Loans and State Loans



FINANCIAL AIDFINANCIAL AID



 
When to Apply:  after January 1 of the year in which When to Apply:  after January 1 of the year in which 
you are applying for aid; the deadline is May 1you are applying for aid; the deadline is May 1stst..



 
Free Application for Federal Student Assistance Free Application for Federal Student Assistance 
(FAFSA) : standard form for federal loan.(FAFSA) : standard form for federal loan.



 

www.finaid.comwww.finaid.com

 

--

 

links to financial aid siteslinks to financial aid sites


 

www.ed.gov/prog_info/SFA/StudentGuidewww.ed.gov/prog_info/SFA/StudentGuide

 

--

 

dept. of educationdept. of education


 

www.fdncenter.orgwww.fdncenter.org

 

--

 

clearinghouse on grants & foundationsclearinghouse on grants & foundations


 

www.fastweb.comwww.fastweb.com

 

--

 

searchable index of private scholarships, grants searchable index of private scholarships, grants 
and loansand loans



 

Federal Student Aid Information CenterFederal Student Aid Information Center--

 

800 433800 433--32433243

http://www.finaid.com/
http://www.ed.gov/prog_info/SFA/StudentGuide
http://www.fdncenter.org/
http://www.fastweb.com/
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